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“Thou hast made us for Thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in Thee.” Augustine 
 

 
 

January 28, 2021 
 
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  No 

one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father in heaven. (Matt. 5: 14ff) 
 
Dear Rev. Frs., Rev. Proto-deacons, Deacons, Matushki and faithful, 
 

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Welcome to our virtual Diocesan Assembly. In the various reports 
presented, there are numerous references to the difficulties of the past year. Those difficulties were 
multifaceted and messy to say the least. This crisis did, however present us with an opportunity. 
Our excuses for not spending time in prayer or reading Holy Scripture were stripped away. We 
were provided the opportunity to draw closer to the Lord in the midst of the crisis. We had time to 
reflect on our priorities and choose to develop better habits. 

As we ponder the past year and our ongoing situation, rather than ask, “Why is this 
happening to me?” we should ask, “Lord, what you want me to learn from this.” Three Scriptural 
references come to mind as we ponder the past year and our current situation. In Genesis 22, we 
are told the Lord tested Abraham when He instructed him to offer Isaac up as a whole burnt 
offering. As we know the Lord does not tempt anyone (James 1: 13), but He does test or allow us 
to be tested to show our commitment and character. The testing of Abraham’s faith revealed his 
character and unqualified obedience. The second reference is from the Epistle of James: “My 
brothers and sisters,[b] whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, 3 because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; 4 and let endurance have its full effect, 
so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing (James 1: 2f).” The third Scriptural 
reference is from Psalm 66: “For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried 
(Ps. 66: 10).” The refiner of silver heats the silver and continues to remove the dross as it comes 
to the surface. He continues doing this until he can see his own image in the silver. We have the 
opportunity to become bitter or better by the way we respond to adversity. 
 As in the Scripture verse above, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot 
be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and 
it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. (Matt. 5: 14ff), our faithful 
comforted one another and provided comfort to their local community. Parish councils and 
parishioners divided the list of members and made weekly phone calls to maintain contact, provide 
wellness checks and support allowed laity to become involved in ministry as well as cultivate new 
relationships. Relationships developed that likely would not have developed otherwise. 
Attendance of adult education increased through Zoom as parishioners did not have to travel to 



 

attend. In the midst of the storm, people sought consolation in the Church and Catechumens were 
enrolled and new members received. Thanks be to God our faithful continued to provide meals to 
the hungry and food for the pantries. In our parish reports parishioners made donations to help 
those in need. Given the Church was doing what the Church is supposed to do, there were parishes 
that saw an increase in stewardship. One of our faithful, together with Matushka Emily Shepherd 
of our Christian Education Department even started hosting Zoom meetings for mothers to show 
support and share ideas for children’s activities. Our department of Youth and Young Adults 
provided a virtual camp which allowed our youth to maintain relationships and learn about their 
faith. When we stop focusing on ourselves and reach out to others, we end the isolation we are 
experiencing and become a presence of ministry to others. 
 I would be remiss if I didn’t thank the clergy and their technically savvy parishioners who 
ministered through live streaming to their parishes, other parishioners of the Diocese, Orthodox 
Christians outside the Diocese and the OCA, as well as people all over the world. With little notice 
our clergy went outside their comfort zone and found ways to maintain contact with the faithful 
and provide words of consolation and encouragement. Thank you. Our clergy, together with their 
parish councils worked hard to implement protocols to provide for our parishes to safely reopen. 
We are grateful to Fr. Michael Shepherd who spearheaded the preopening survey to understand 
parishioners concerns associated with returning to church.  
 Parish visits were more limited this year and as in the past my visitation schedule is on line. 
Though it does not show private meetings with clergy, laity, parish councils or parish assemblies, 
and meetings with attorneys, etc. We also had more Holy Synod and Diocesan Council meetings 
this year than in the past. Our new website was launched this past year, but still needs some 
cleanup.  

I want to thank, Carmen Hodson our administrative assistant for the excellent job she is 
doing, our Diocesan Council for their commitment and labors on behalf of the Church and our 
Diocese. Finally, I must thank the V. Rev. Fr. Martin Browne, our Chancellor, who is doing an 
exceptional job and a wise advisor and our Deans, the V. Rev. Frs. Nicholas Solak, Victor 
Gorodenchuk and Timothy Hojnicki, whose tireless efforts take a heavy load off of my back.  

Let us continue to reach out to our fellow parishioners and the surrounding community so 
that the Lord will be glorified! Let us be mindful of those who are suffering from loneliness, 
depression, isolation, anxiety and stress. As St. John the Theologian says in his First Epistle, “Little 
children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”  
  Your unworthy father in Christ, 

 
+MARK, Archbishop of Philadelphia and the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 

 


