.Orthodox Church in America
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania
Annual Diocesan Assembly
January 25-26, 2018
St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church, Wilmington, Delaware

Thursday
The meeting was called to order at 4:12 PM with the singing of O Heavenly King.

Approval of Agenda
• Deanery elections were accidentally omitted from the agenda. They can be done later by
acclamation.
• A motion to approve the agenda was made by Dr. Paul Witek and seconded by Fr. David
Shewczyk. The motion passed unanimously.

Election of Assembly Officials
•
•
•
•
•

Clergy chair: Fr. Martin Browne
Lay Chair: Sbdn. John Shingara
Clergy secretary: Fr. Stephen Vernak
Lay secretary: Daria Cortese
The officials were approved by general acclamation.

Credentials — Fr. John Onofrey
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 hierarch
2 guests
4 Diocesan Council members
25 clergy
28 lay delegates
5 alternates/observers

• 57 total votes

Hierarchical Message
• Thanks to Fr. Martin Browne and Fr. Nicholas Solak for assistance with the orphanage
property subdivision.
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• As of October 20th, 2017, we own the 1.93 acres and have the full title to the Diocesan Center.
• The Diocesan Council has approved the sale of the property to St. Tikhon’s Monastery. The
sale is scheduled to close on February 1st, 2018.
• We have identified a property at 325 N. Walnut Street in Bethlehem, PA, as a potential new
episcopal residence and Diocesan Center. Many thanks to John Coles, Jr. of Christ the Savior
Church in Harrisburg for his assistance with the sales agreement from St. Tikhon’s and
pursuing the purchase of a suitable property.
• Thanks to Fr. Barnabas Fravel and the faithful of St. Michael the Archangel Church for hosting
this year’s Diocesan Assembly.
• Thanks to all diocesan officers, councilors and auditors.
• Thanks to Kimberly Metz, Tatiana Bohush and Reader Nicholas Macura for their work with
the youth, and to Fr. Timothy Hojnicki for the Winter Teen Retreat and Summer Camp.
• Thanks to Fr. Nicholas Solak for spearheading the formation of inter-jurisdictional Clergy Peer
Groups.
• Thanks to Aric Gingo for his work on the website and Alive in Christ.
• Thanks to Fr. Martin Browne for assuming editorship of Alive in Christ.
• Many thanks to Mat. Sandra Kopestonsky for her tireless work on behalf of our diocese,
including cooking for guests, caring for Vladyka’s cat while His Eminence is away, and
maintaining diocesan, parish and clergy records.
• The appeal for Fr. John Nightingale raised over $100,000 from within our diocese, as well as
from outside donors. Some donations even came from overseas.
• Through the contributions of the faithful, Fr. George Volkovinsky was able to secure his legal
status to continue to live and work in the United States. Fr. George’s wife, daughter and son
are now also legally secure.
• Archbishop +MARK strongly believes that at the upcoming All-American Council we need to
take a strong position that all dioceses contribute the same percentage to the national Church.

• Our median income is lower than that of many other dioceses, leaving us with less
money to do the work of the Church.

• Many other dioceses have higher median incomes, but contribute a lower percentage to
the national Church.

• If it is going to truly be proportional, the percentage should be the same across the
board.
• His Eminence would like to designate this year as one of renewal and personal growth in
Christ.
• St. Mark the Ascetic says: “We beg and plead with God to deliver us from our sins, but we
love their causes.”
• Let us hunger and thirst for Christ. Let us not focus on that from which we are abstaining, but
rather on the sinful habits and behaviors we are abandoning.
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Approval of Previous Minutes
• On behalf of His Eminence, Fr. Martin Browne asked for comments or feedback on the
hierarchical message. There were no comments.
• A motion to approve the minutes was made by Protodeacon. Sergei Kapral and seconded by
Sandra Tosca. The motion passed unanimously.

Thursday Evening
• The Assembly broke for dinner at 4:52 PM.
• Vespers were served at 6:00 PM.
• At 7:00 PM, there was a presentation from Archimandrite Joseph Morris of St. Gregory Palamas
Monastery in Hayesville, OH. The presentation was followed by a Q&A session.
• The Very Rev. Stephen Voytovich, Dean of St. Tikhon’s Seminary, presented Archbishop
+MARK with a miter.
• The evening concluded with light refreshments.

Friday
The morning began with Divine Liturgy at 8:30 AM, followed by brunch.
The meeting was called to order at 11:30 with the singing of O Heavenly King.
Note: The overhead projector was not functioning this morning.

Credentials
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 hierarch
2 guests
6 alternates/observers
4 Diocesan Council members
27 clergy delegates
29 lay delegates
60 total votes

Treasurer’s Report
• The report was presented by Joe Tosca.
• See report.
• Acknowledgements: thanks to His Eminence and Fr. Martin Browne for leadership and
assistance. Thanks to all parishes, particularly treasurers and financial secretaries. Many thanks
to Mat. Sandra Kopestonsky and Mat. Ashley Joyner for their help.
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• There has been very little in the way of operational improvements this year. Instead, there has
•
•
•
•

been concentration on assisting parishes in arrears and also helping them pay their invoices.
There will be a continued emphasis on getting parishes to submit accurate reports.
The Diocesan Council recently moved to forgive all invoices going back before 2014. These
invoices total $16,000.
Two parishes have been moved off of the arrears list.
$18,000 in back payments were made last year. The associated debts are primarily more than a
year old. Only one parish was added to the arrears list in 2017.
Current payments owed: $37,034

Tithing:
• 65 percent of parishes are now tithing.
• 66 percent of funds now received from parishes are from tithing or proportional giving, as
opposed to the prior per capita method.
• Parishes are reminded of their obligation to submit financial reports to the diocesan treasurer
every year.
• The Standardized Parish Financial Report (SPFR) was developed by the Finance Committee
several years ago, when we were considering moving to proportional giving. It should be
completed and submitted within 30 days of the annual parish meeting, except for parishes
holding their annual meeting prior to the end of the budget year. These parishes must submit
the SPFR within 30 days of the new budget going into effect. Please do not submit reports
before the end of the budget year.
• All parishes should be at level 3 (or higher) of the proportional giving plan. Level 5 is full
tithing.
• Thanks to the two parishes that have submitted additional tithes for last year, since they
brought in more income than they expected: Old Forge and Harrisburg. Thank you very
much.
Accounts Summary:
Account
Peer Group Checking
General Checking
Money Market
TOTAL

2017 Balance as of 12/31/17
$22,010.94
$163,039.04
$79,161.79
$264,201.77

2016 Balance as of 12/31/16
$22,119.06
$131,186.08
$79,060.94
$232,366.08

Income Notes:
Budget: $421,913.00 Over Budget: $39,100.46
• Total Income: $461,013.45
• Item 43100 (“Parish Support”) related to payroll made to Fr. George Volkovinsky due to
his immigration status. This situation has been resolved, and the parish is now making
direct payroll.
• John Malinchok raised a question regarding background check payments, and His
Eminence helped clarify the process.
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• Item 46413 (“Orphanage Property Reimbursement”) was collected from the Monastery,
Seminary, and OCA for the transfer of the property. The Diocese paid the whole bill, and
His Eminence sought reimbursement.
• Nina Petro raised a question regarding $20,000 in legal fees, and the pro-bono work being
done by John Coles, a member of our Diocese. Why do we still have legal fees? Answer:
The legal fees were for the property transfer/deed; the work being done pro-bono is for
our potential sale of the property and relocation.
Expenses Notes:
• No questions offered.
• All-American Council: Diocesan Assessment $25,000 (of which $14,000 has been
collected).
• Individual parish assessments for the All-American Council were calculated based on the
percentage of diocesan income remitted by that parish.
• Appeal for Fr. John Nightingale:
• $103,342.79 was collected on behalf of Fr. John.
• The money was used for some of his bills.
• At the end of each month leftover funds were given to Fr. John via check.
• Fr. Nicholas Solak recently spoke with Fr. John, who expressed the thanks and
gratitude for the continued prayers and support.

Auditors’ Report
•
•
•
•

No auditors were present. The report was presented by Fr. Martin Browne.
See report.
Auditors found our records were in good order.
A motion to accept the report was made by Jim O’Brien and seconded by Nina Petro. The
motion passed unanimously.

Budget
• Presented by Joe Tosca.
• See report.
• Floor question: property sale proceeds were supposed to cover expenses. Now we have money
in the budget for moving coming out of general expenses. Why? Answer: the resolution of the
last Assembly was that the Diocese would not incur debt from the sale of the old property and
the purchase of the new. Moving expenses are separate from real estate transactions.
• Floor question: is there anything in the budget for general maintenance of the Diocesan
Center? Answer: we still have maintenance expenses, regardless of where the property is. We
have projected money to cover those expenses regardless of where they occur.
• A motion to approve the budget was made by Protodeacon. Sergei Kapral and seconded by Fr.
George Volkovinsky. The motion passed unanimously.
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Lilly Grant Presentation
• Presented by Fr. Nicholas Solak.
• This is the third year of our Clergy Peer program. We have five groups now. Participants in
•
•
•

•

•

those groups contribute $250 per-year back into the program, to sustain it beyond the grant
period.
Please see Fr. Nicholas for more information about the Clergy Peer program and/or the Lilly
Grant.
Floor question: what is a healthy priest? Answer: “healthy” refers to physical, psychological
and spiritual health, as well as strong family relationships.
Floor question from Fr. Timothy Cremeens: Can His Eminence recommend a counselor for
clergy? Answer: it’s a location-specific issue best addressed by the clergy brotherhood. Fr.
Martin Browne said it is a huge challenge to find counseling professionals for both clergy and
laity. If anyone has recommendations based on personal experience of professionals who are
competent, we would appreciate knowing who they are. Then we will have them on-hand to
refer clergy and/or laity to them.
Fr. David Shewczyk reminded the Assembly of the OCA Magellan employee assistance
program.
• Contact information for this plan was recently included in the clergy newsletter.
• Contact the program to obtain a list of counselors in your area. You choose whom to go to,
and they will cover six sessions.
A motion to accept the report was made by Fr. Timothy Cremeens and seconded by Jim O’Brien.
The motion passed unanimously.

Administrative Reports
• See reports.
• Fr. Nicholas Solak stated that the Wilkes-Barre Deanery is experiencing an administrative staff
shortage.
• Fr. John Onofrey asked if there are plans for 50th anniversary celebration of OCA autocephaly
at the upcoming All-American Council. Answer from Fr. Tim Hojnicki.: the primary celebration
will be the canonization of St. Herman of Alaska.
• A motion to accept the reports was made by Fr. David Shewczyk and seconded by Fr. John
Kowalczyk. The motion passed unanimously.

Departmental Reports
• Fr. John Onofrey stated that we need to start doing some concrete things to reverse dropping
census numbers.
• All vendors from Mechanicsburg have been paid. The Cross was just finished and will be
installed before Great Lent starts. The parish is now concentrating on paying off the mortgage.
• Fr. Victor is available for liturgical-life presentations. Fr. Martin Browne encourages all parishes
to take advantage of this learning opportunity.
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• Fr. Timothy Hojnicki stated that we need to examine our diocese for place where we can
establish missions. Mechanicsburg will be 14 years old in June. It is time to start another mission.
• A motion to accept the reports was made by Sandra Tosca and seconded by Jim O’Brien. The
motion passed unanimously.

Old Business/ Diocesan Property
• Per our agreement with Abbot Sergius, we have rent-free usage of the old property through
August 15, 2018. If we need more time, rent is $500 a month. A property that suits our needs
will not be easy to find due to zoning regulations.
• We will need a new administrative assistant, when we move so Mat. Sandra can retire.

New Business
• Fr. Stephen Vernak stated that the Hagia Sophia Coffee House is having a golf tournament this
summer. Check website for details.

•
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Discussion on vocations:
• Fr. Martin Browne reminded the Assembly that we need to increase vocations in order to
meet the needs of parishes whose aging clergy will be retiring soon. The Diocese of the
South will have 14 vacancies this year.
• We also need a realistic conversation with the seminaries about seminary education,
because the educational field is changing and we need to reevaluate the way we do
seminary, in general terms, but specifically in terms of how people go there, under what
circumstances they go there, and what happens at the other end of the seminary journey.
• Seminary education is a process of mutual discernment for students and those forming
them. Ordination is not guaranteed.
• This ties into issues of clergy health as well. Vocations come from parishes that are healthy,
are spiritually serious and have healthy priests.
• We must be aware of how we treat clergy in the presence of young people. They will not
want to enter the priesthood if they witness their parish priest constantly criticized and
scorned.
• Nina Petro stated that building vocations begins at home with small children, not with high
schoolers or those of college age.
• Vladkya reminded the Assembly that parents need to faithfully bring their children to
church and church school. If they do not do this, and give in to the pressure of sports on
Sundays, for example, the finest catechists in the world cannot be effective.
• Fr. Timothy Cremeens expressed that we need to learn to communicate the Gospel to the
world outside. We cannot rely on a great Russian exodus to bolster our numbers.
• Vladyka stated that that young people are not looking for a catechism. They are looking
for authenticity. Does what we do line up with what we say we believe? Young people
who encounter the Orthodox Church need to see that we are living what we claim to
believe.

• Fr. Nicholas Solak asked if the diocese is doing projections of what our clergy situation
will be in five, seven, 10 years. Answer: We can try, but age-based projections are only so
accurate, as many priests serve past age 65. We have no guarantees.
• Combining parishes: Vladyka reminded the Assembly that it’s easy to get overly attached to a
building. The building is not the Church. The people are the Church.
• Fr. David Shewczyk mentioned he enjoyed his assignment at Holy Trinity in Wilkes Barre, and
that the parish has been supportive of him and his family. He thanked the assembly for their love
and support.
• Next assembly: 1/24-1/25, 2019 at St. Nicholas Church in Bethlehem.
A motion to adjourn the Assembly was made by Fr. Stephen Vernak and seconded by Fr. Seraphim
Reynolds. The motion passed unanimously.
The Assembly was adjourned at 1:42 PM with the singing of It Is Truly Meet.
Respectfully submitted,
Fr. Stephen Vernak, clergy secretary
Daria Cortese, lay secretary

8

