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DCE Members  
Mat. Gloria Martin               Mat. Catherine Russin        Mat. Lisa Weremedic   
Yvonne Bohlander -     Tatiana Bohush                   Nicholas Macura  
Marina Martin                      Kim Metz                            Maria Proch - Chariman       
 

   Teen Retreat Volunteers                Clergy Volunteers 
 Greg Hubiak                                     Fr. David Mahaffey 
 Sharon Hubiak                                 Fr. John Russin 
                                                          Fr. James Weremedic 

   Support Members – Curriculum 
    Mat. Myra Kovalak 
    Matthew Hatrak 

 
* On August 8, 2007, Mat. Karen Mahaffey, a very dedicated member of the Department  

      fell asleep in the Lord. May Her Memory be Eternal ! 
                      

 WOMEN’S RETREAT – August 11, 2007 
 

   Seventy-five women ranging from ages 13-85 attended the 13th Annual Women’s Retreat on Saturday,   
August 11th at St. Tikhon’s Seminary auditorium. His Grace, Bishop Tikhon began the day with the 
Supplicatory Canon for the Most-Holy Theotokos. Fr. John Russin lead the singing of the responses for the 
Canon. Mother Raphaela, Abbess of Holy Myrrhearers Monastery, Otego, New York was the main speaker. 
The morning session focused on the Most-Holy Theotokos and the importance of having her in our lives. 
She answered many questions ranging from discovering your role in the church to home schooling. The 
afternoon session focused on the importance of taking time for prayer. Some of the participants offered 
concrete suggestions in finding time for praying on a daily basis. A special thank is extended to Fr. James 
& Mat. Lisa Weremedic, Fr. John & Mat. Catherine Russin, and Yvonne Bohlander for their assistance 
in making the 13th Annual Retreat a success. 
 
 TEEN RETREAT – February 9-11, 2007 

   February 9-11th brought nearly 30 teens to the annual teen retreat for the Diocese of Philadelphia and 
Eastern Pennsylvania.  Due to the large enrollment at St Tikhon's Seminary, the retreat was unable to be 
held in the basement of the St. Tikhon’s Dormitory, which has be designated for camp activities, rather  the 
teens attended the retreat at Pocono Plateau, a Christian retreat center located in the mountains of Eastern 
Pennsylvania. Fr. Dn. Joseph Matusiak, Youth Director for the Orthodox Church in America was the 
mainspeaker for the retreat. His Grace, Bishop Tikhon visited with the teens on Saturday morning. During 
the visit, the teens held a question and answer period with His Grace. Rev. Hieromonk Gabriel celebrated 
the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, February 11. 
 
    



 

    This year’s retreat saw a 60% decrease in enrollment from the 2006 retreat. This was due to the cost of 
registration and the limit placed on the number of teens allowed to attend the retreat.  Hopefully, in the 
future the retreat can be held at St. Tikhon’s where the teens can fully participate in the cycle of services  
for the weekend and the cost will be more affordable. 

 

 AKATHIST to ST. PANTELEIMON 
  
     On Wednesday, June 13, the Department of Christian Education co-sponsored an Akathist  
Service to St. Panteleimon at St. Basil’s Church, Simpson, PA. Over sixty-fifty people attended 
the service, along with members of the clergy from the Wilkes-Barre Deanery.   
 

AKATHIST to ST. NICHOLAS the WONDERWORKER     
 

 On Sunday December 3, 2006 the Wilkes Barre Deanery held an Akathist to St Nicholas the  
Wonderworker at St Michael's Church, Old Forge, PA.  His Grace Bishop Tikhon was the main celebrant.  
Fr. John Russin gave the homily. Following the Akathist, the Department of Christian Education held a 
reception, with a visit from "St. Nicholas" himself.  Over thirty children and thirty-five adults participated 
 in the service and the reception. 
                           
 CLEARANCES   
    At the end of August, paperwork was mailed to the Diocesan parishes regarding Act 34 and 158  
clearances. This policy was proposed by the Department of Christian Education at the 2005 Diocesan 
Assembly. 
 
Mission Statement 
 
    The DCE developed a Mission Statement at their meeting in January. (see attached) 
 
Letter of Concerns (see attached) 
 
     A letter of departmental concerns was presented to the Diocesan Council at their February  
Meeting. The letter included the need for clarification of responsibilities. As of now, the main 
focus is the successful implementation of the Teen and Women’s Retreat. However, in order 
for the DCE to focus on their Mission Statement, direction and support must come from  
the entire church membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TASK FORCE 
 
   At the August 16, 2007  meeting of the Diocesan Council, His Grace, Bishop Tikhon announced 
the implementation of an Educational Task Force that would provide the Department of Christian 
Education with focus for the tasks that have been placed before them. The Department is currently 
awaiting the recommendations of the task force in order to meet the educational needs of the 
entire Diocesan Membership. 
 
    I would personally like to thank everyone that participated in the Departmental Events held 
 during the past year. 
 
       God Bless, 

                                                                                    Maria Proch 
       Maria Proch 
       Chairman- Department of Christian Education 


