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Glory to Jesus Christ!
This issuse of Alive in Christ is our annual graduate issue. Many thanks
to the Diocese for providing graduate photos and bios in a timely manner.
Congratulations and Many Blessed Years to all of the Diocesan graduates!
This year we offer a feature on Orthodox Christian Fellowship or OCF. OCF
is THE organization for college-aged youth to be part of - it is a way to remain
connected with yout faith as you explore higher education. OCF is THE mission
on college campuses. Stay in touch with your faith! Download the App, get
involved. You will not be disappointed.
We are also featuring a story from the Orthodox Christian Network, or OCN.
The mission of OCN is to comfort, inspire, and inform Orthodox Christians
and seekers around the world using media ministry. Their website, www.myocn.
net is full of Orthodox news, stories and insights in many media formats - audio,
video, written articles and so forth. Make OCN part of your daily web visits.
Finally, you will find an article sought out by His Eminence, Arhcbishop MARK
from a former parishioner who offers insights into the idea of ministry - an
insightful article from a parishioner.
Finally, our Diocesan website - www.doepa.org - continues to have RECORD
traffic with close to 20,000 visitors per month - and growing. Is your parish
represented regularly there? If a soul was searching for your parish - would they
find it? Share your good news. Become a regular contributor.

Alive in Christ is distributed
free of charge within the
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania,
144 St. Tikhon’s Road
Waymart, PA 18472
570-937-9331
Submission Deadlines
August Issue: July 1
November Issue: October 1
February Issue: January 1
May Issue: April 1
In the interest of keeping current, events
that have occurred prior to the most
recent issue date will not be included.
Please submit articles and photographs
(with captions) to Aric Gingo at
doepa.communications@gmail.com
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Preparation for the Nativity of our Lord
Come, ye believers, let us ascend in a divine manner and behold a divine condescension,
revealed to us from on high, openly in Bethlehem.
And having purified our minds by good conduct, let us offer virtues instead of frankincense.
Let us go before and prepare with faith entrances for the Nativity among the spiritual
treasures, crying, Glory in the highest to God the One in Trinity, through Whom goodwill appeared among men to deliver Adam from the ancient curse; for He is the Lover of
mankind.
(From the Royal Hours of the Nativity)

O Lord my God, I know that I am not worthy nor sufficient that
you should enter under my roof into the habitation of my soul, for
it is all deserted and in ruins, and You have not a fitting place to lay
your Head. But as from the heights of Your Glory You did humble
Yourself, so now bear me in my humility; as You did deign to lie in
a manger in a cave, so deign now also to come into the manger of my
mute soul and corrupt body. As You did not refrain from entering
into the house of Simon the leper, or shrink from eating there with
sinners, so also vouchsafe to enter the house of my poor soul, all leprous
and full of sin. . . .
As we prepare ourselves to receive Christ more fully into our hearts and lives, let
us Fast not only from meat, dairy and entertainment, but let our eyes fast from
hours of watching impure things, but feast on the Holy Scripture; our ears fast
from the hearing of things impure, but listening to things that edify and build
up; our tongues fast from gossip and unseemly speech and seek to encourage,
edify and strengthen; our hands fast from greed and give to those in need. As we
seek to put to death all that is displeasing to the Lord and consider our members
Alive to Christ (Romans 6), I offer to you a Preparation for Holy Confession, so
that we all may prepare ourselves to more fully receive Christ into our hearts and
lives in anticipation of Christ’s Nativity in the Flesh.

A WORD FROM OUR ARCHBISHOP

Beloved of God,
Christ is in our midst! As we engage in the Nativity Fast, let us ponder a portion
of our Pre-Communion Prayer of St. John Chrysostom and the above passage
from the Royal Hours:
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A Preparation for Confession By St. John of Kronstadt
I, a sinful soul, confess to our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ, all of my evil acts which I have done, said or thought from baptism
even unto this present day.
I have not kept the vows of my baptism, but have made myself unwanted before the face of God.
I have sinned before the Lord by lack of faith and by doubts concerning the Orthodox Faith and the Holy Church; by ungratefulness
for all of God’s great and unceasing gifts; His long-suffering and His providence for me, a sinner; by lack of love for the Lord, as well
as fear, through not fulfilling the Holy Commandments of God and the canons and rules of the Church.
I have not preserved a love for God and for my neighbor nor have I made enough efforts, because of laziness and lack of care, to
learn the Commandments of God and the precepts of the Holy Fathers.
I have sinned: by not praying in the morning and in the evening and in the course of the day; by not attending the services or by
coming to Church only half-heartedly, lazily and carelessly; by conversing during the services, by not paying attention, letting my
mind wander and by departure from the Church before the dismissal and blessing.
I have sinned by judging members of the clergy.
I have sinned by not respecting the Feasts, breaking the Fasts, and by immoderation in food and drink.
I have sinned by self-importance, disobedience, willfulness, self-righteousness, and the seeking of approval and praise.
I have sinned by unbelief, lack of faith, doubts, despair, despondency, abusive thoughts, blasphemy and swearing.
I have sinned by pride, a high opinion of myself, narcissism, vanity, conceit, envy, love of praise, love of honors, and by putting on
airs.

A WORD FROM OUR ARCHBISHOP

I have sinned: by judging, malicious gossip, anger, remembering of offenses done to me, hatred and returning evil for evil; by
slander, reproaches, lies, slyness, deception and hypocrisy; by prejudices, arguments, stubbornness, and an unwillingness to give
way to my neighbor; by gloating, spitefulness, taunting, insults and mocking; by gossip, by speaking too much and by empty speech.
I have sinned by unnecessary and excessive laughter, by reviling and dwelling upon my previous sins, by arrogant behavior,
insolence and lack of respect.
I have sinned by not keeping my physical and spiritual passions in check, by my enjoyment of impure thoughts, licentiousness and
unchastity in thoughts, words and deeds.
I have sinned by lack of endurance towards my illnesses and sorrows, a devotion to the comforts of life and by being too attached
to my parents, children, relatives and friends.
I have sinned by hardening my heart, having a weak will and by not forcing myself to do good.
I have sinned by miserliness, a love of money, the acquisition of unnecessary things and immoderate attachment to things.
I have sinned by self-justification, a disregard for the admonitions of my conscience and failing to confess my sins through
negligence or false pride.
I have sinned many times by my Confession: belittling, justifying and keeping silent about sins.
I have sinned against the Most-holy and Life-creating Mysteries of the Body and Blood of our Lord by coming to Holy Communion
without humility or the fear of God.
I have sinned in deed, word and thought, knowingly and unknowingly, willingly and unwillingly, thoughtfully and thoughtlessly, and
it is impossible to enumerate all of my sins because of their multitude. But I truly repent of these and all others not mentioned by
me because of my forgetfulness and I ask that they be forgiven through the abundance of the Mercy of God.

+ Mark

+ MARK
Archbishop of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania
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The eighth annual meeting of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America opened on Tuesday, October 3, 2017 with
the celebration of Orthros and the Divine Liturgy at Saint George Greek Orthodox Church, Clifton, NJ. His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon and members
of the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America are among the hierarchs in attendance at the meeting. The Episcopal Assembly—
comprised of the hierarchs from all canonical Orthodox Christian jurisdictions in the US—is tasked with preserving and contributing to the unity of the
Orthodox Church in North America.

On Thursday, September 28, members of the Diocesan Council
met at the Diocesan Center in South Canaan. The meeting was
well attended, and many important issues facing the Diocese
were discussed. Before lunch, the council travelled to the St.
Tikhon of Zadonsk Monastery Church for a Panikhida service
for Sonya Perich. During a working lunch, the council welcomed
seminarians Larry Conover, James Latimer and Daniel Valentine.
The Council discussed many important issues including the
status of the Diocesan Center property, the devastation from
Natural Disaster in Mexico and Puerto Rico, and the upcoming
All American Council. At the end of the meeting the council
voted to make their usual charity donation to aid for the victims
in Mexico and Puerto Rico. Minutes from the meeting will be

In August, His Eminence, Archbishop MARK and clergy of the Wilkes-Barre Deanery hosted Fr, John Nightingale for lunch at Alexander’s
Restaurant in Scranton. Fr. John was welcomed at St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in Olyphant in June as featured on the cover. Please keep
Father John and Matushka Kyra in your prayers.

DIOCESAN NEWS

posted when they are available.
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Who is my neighbor?
What Makes
an Reflection
A Personal

Orthodox Christian
Leader?

By Andrew Estocin in The Sounding Blog | May 16, 2017

THIS ARTICLE REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION OF THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN NETWORK • www.myocn.net

Discussions about leadership appear everywhere in the Orthodox Church. Today, there are countless paid professionals,
webinars, and conferences that all claim to improve Orthodox Christian leadership. Despite these efforts and countless dollars
spent, the Church is experiencing a leadership crisis.
The Church in America is more bureaucratic than ever before and leadership in the Orthodox Church is marked more by secular
success than fidelity to the Gospel. The result is that we often confuse worldly accomplishments with Orthodox Christian
leadership. Today’s answer to the question “What makes an Orthodox Christian leader?” would baffle the earliest disciples, not
to mention the countless saints who have shaped Orthodoxy through the centuries.
Cultivating True Leadership
No Orthodox community is immune to these leadership problems. Local parishes experience leadership problems when they
elect parish council members who seldom take part in the liturgical life of the Church. Dioceses experience leadership problems
when they mistake political and financial influence for Gospel leadership. Archdioceses and national organizations experience
leadership problems when they honor leaders based on their office, social status, or material wealth. How many times have
Orthodox Christians encountered a parish council member who seldom attends Church or a leader being celebrated whose
choices conflict with Orthodox Christian Tradition? It is no surprise that people wonder if the Church lives what it teaches.
St. Benedict of Nursia was fond of saying, “Pruned, it grows.” He could not be more correct. Orthodox Christians in America
need to prune the tree of leadership so it can return to health and grow. This means removing some branches to allow others
to flourish. The Church needs to return to a liturgical model of leadership. We can do this by making it a priority to reflect the
liturgical life and teachings of the Church in all aspects of our lives. More than ever, the Church needs fewer secular leaders and
more liturgical leaders so it can live its vocation as Christ intended.
The Portrait of a Leader
What is a liturgical leader? Here are a few ways to recognize one:
Liturgical Leaders Attend Church Services. The Church always works and Orthodox Christians are always working. However,
the Church is more than meetings, committees, and social events. It is foremost about Jesus Christ and the gift of Liturgy. This
is the most important work of the Church. No matter how busy he or she is, an Orthodox leader makes time to attend liturgy
and to be shaped by the liturgical life of the Church. Liturgical leaders are attentive and allow themselves to be formed by the
Church’s teachings. They make it a priority to live the Liturgy in their daily lives with humility and mercy. Liturgical leaders
conform to the Church and do not ask the Church to conform to them. Blessed Theophylact reminds us that “Merely to hear
the word of God saves no one and is instead a condemnation. After hearing, one must do.”
Liturgical Leaders Are Moral Leaders. St. Dorotheos of Gaza writes that “By the keeping of the Commandments, the soul is
purified and the mind too is enlightened, and they start functioning as was intended.”

6
Orthodox Christianity calls those who embrace it to live
differently and to embrace a moral worldview. Liturgical
leaders recognize this clearly. They understand right and
do not make excuses for wrong. They live chastely and do
not compromise their faith for accolades. They honor every
human person as created in the image and likeness of God,
and they believe that the Church’s moral teachings are neither
a form of bigotry nor a straight-jacket that restricts our lives.
They are instead a roadmap to human happiness. Liturgical
leaders know that they must lead themselves before taking the
responsibility of leading others.
Liturgical Leaders Serve the Weakest Among Us. “A healthy
parish serves the needs of the community — a dying parish
expects the community to serve its needs.” These words
from Fr. Bohdan Hladio point to the heart of liturgical
leadership. Liturgical leadership is servant leadership.
The mission of the Church is not inward-focusing
nostalgia but outward-focusing evangelism. A
liturgical leader helps the Church serve the
community —especially those who are weak
and vulnerable. He gives to the Church
without honor or recognition seeking the
good of his neighbor above all else. A
liturgical leader understands that the
true wealth of the Church is not in its
buildings or bank accounts, but in the
lives it transforms.
Wealth, social status, and political
power are not what makes an Orthodox
Christian leader. They are in many ways
the opposite of what Christ looks for in
those He calls to lead. He demonstrated
as much when He called the Apostles. And
much like the Apostles, every Orthodox
Christian – however ordinary — can be
transformed by Christ to witness to the Gospel
and change the lives of those around us.
No Orthodox Christian is ever worthy to be a
leader, but every Orthodox Christian can become
a liturgical leader who lives the Church’s teachings
with joy, compassion, and courage. The first step
is to have the humility to allow Christ, The Master
Gardener, to prune our lives as He sees fit. This way we
may truly grow to be the people God intended us to be.
Mother Teresa of Calcutta says it best: “God doesn’t ask
that we succeed in everything, but that we are faithful.”

Supporting the Orthodox
Community Since 1995
Orthodox Christian Network is a nonprofit Orthodox organization that was
commissioned to comfort, inspire, and
inform Orthodox christians and seekers
around the world using media ministry.
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Are all apostles, or prophets?
Much has been written and talked about concerning this question. There is a clear difference between ordained clergy and lay ministers. Our
priest/clergy “equip” the laity, raise us up as Godly people and help us participate in the mysteries of the faith. With their guidance and love we
are inspired to recognize and offer our own gifts. Before we do any “works” we must be faithfully prepared through the sacraments of the church.
We look to our clergy to build up our ministries and guide us to properly serve each other and our communities.
Today, let us look at Ephesians Chapter 4.
4

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God

and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all, 7 But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
We see this passage uses no gender nor position, simply you, your, us and one!
Later, in verse 11, And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping
of the saints for the work of ministry for the edifying of the body of Christ.
We see in these passages there are various gifts. Does it not stand to reason there are various ministries? Christ does not say “I was hungry and the
priest fed me” rather, “I was hungry and you fed me.” Where do we get the notion that only priest/clergy should serve all ministries?
In 1 Peter 2:9 St. Peter tells us, “you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, A holy nation, a people for His own possession, that you may proclaim
the excellencies of Him who called you out of the darkness in His marvelous Light.” We are all called to proclaim His glories, to preach the Gospel,
visit the sick, pray and evangelize. We do not have to be ordained to do these things, but we
should do them in a grace filled way.
We are one body, yet, we are all different and possess different gifts.
We offer various ministries in which to share these gifts.
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DOING THE WORK OF MINISTERS IN THE CHURCH • Sandra C. Anderson

We may find ourselves able to offer certain gifts at specific times in our lives.
For young families who love to share in our ministries together, might I suggest Visitation to shut-ins, or as we say in our parish, the VIP’s? Our
oldest generations hold your parish history in their hearts and minds. Others have become infirmed or simply aged. We don’t see them and that
adage ‘out of sight out of mind’ becomes painfully real to many. In our parish, we ask all parishioners to participate but, we also encourage our
families to ‘adopt’ one of our VIP’s. Imagine the joy on the faces of these brothers and sisters when a family walks in to spend time with them.
Children can color an icon (this keeps them busy) or you can prepare a dish to bring along.
How about starting a Prison Ministry? This ministry, like Visitation, is a ministry of presence. To serve each other even if it means stepping out
of our comfort zone. Remember, if we are properly equipped He will sustain us.
Allow yourselves to reflect on how your personal and professional experiences have prepared you to offer your unique gifts.
Our priests do not serve alone; we are all called to share the ministry. Of the gifts of the Holy Spirit the most important is LOVE. Anyone can
do good works but we know, if our purpose is not loving and for the Glory of God, they are dead works.
I close with these two verses in Ephesians 4, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may we grow up in all things in to Him who is he head - Christ From whom the whole body joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according the effective working by which every part does its

16

share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
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Deborah Armstrong

Parish: Holy Trinity Orthodox Church,
Pottstown, PA

Parents: Mark and Daria Armstrong

Parents: Cheryl and Paul Boris

Graduated From: University of Pittsburgh
Business School

Graduated From: Immaculata University

Future Plans: Working for Aldi, Inc. as a
district manager in the Pittsburgh area

Anna Marie Katancik Dempsey

D I O C E S A N GR A D U AT E S

Victoria Boris

Parish: Holy Cross Orthodox Church,
Williamsport, PA

BA, Early Education and Special Education

Keegan Jason Federoff

Matthew Jacob Brown
Parish: All Saints Orthodox Church, Olyphant, PA
Parents: Brian Joseph and Ruth Maria Brown
Graduated From: Mid Valley Secondary
Center
Future Plans: Penn State Worthington Major:
Information Science Technology Minor: Cyber
Security

Thea Federoff

Morgan A. Carney
Parish: St. Michael’s Orthodox Church,
Jermyn, PA
Parents: Kevin and Sandra Sernak Carney
Graduated From: North Pocono High School
Future Plans: Jacksonville University, Florida,
School of Aviation

Megan Elizabeth Ferenchick

Parish: Holy Trinity Orthodox Church,
Pottstown, PA

Parish: Holy Cross Orthodox Church,
Williamsport, PA

Parish: Holy Cross Orthodox Church;
Williamsport, PA

Parish: St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church,
Edwardsville, PA

Parents: Morton and Nancy Dempsey

Parents: Ted and Carol Federoff

Parents: Ted and Carol Federoff

Parents:

Graduated From: Owen J Roberts Senior
High, Pottstown, Pa

Graduated From: Homeschool graduate

Graduated From: Indiana University
of Pennsylvania; Summa Cum Laude
in Criminology w/ 2 minors

Grandparents: Leo and Christine Adamski

Future Plans: Bloomsburg University Honors
College of Business Major: Mathematics

Tyler Alexander Ferenchick

Grace Firestine

Marie Gewiss

Graduated From: Luzerne County Community
College

Eric Hertzog

Parish: St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church,
Edwardsville, PA

Parish: Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church,
Harrisburg, PA

Parish: Holy Apostles Orthodox Church,
Mechanicsburg, PA

Parish: St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Coaldale,
PA

Parents:

Parents: Sean and Jennifer Firestine
Graduated From: East Lebanon County High
School

Graduated From: Messiah College with
a Masters Degree in Education with a
concentration in Curriculum and Instruction

Parents: Rick & Mary Hertzog

Grandparents: Leo and Christine Adamski
Graduated From: Misericordia University

Future Plans: Kings College Major: Physician
Assistant Studies

Graduated From: Shippensburg University
BA History
Future Plans: Seek employment in
Shippensburg/Harrisburg Area
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Sean Keecheril

Catherine Kemp

Sammy Kidane

Parish: Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church,
Harrisburg, PA

Parish: Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church,
Harrisburg, PA

Parish: Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church,
Harrisburg, PA

Graduated From: Temple University Masters
Degree in Business (MBA)

Parents: Jacob & Neena Keecheril

Graduated From: Brightwood Career Institute

Graduated From: Central Dauphin High
School

Certificate in Medical Assisting

Parents: Kidane Ghebremichael & Freweini
Tewolde

Future Plans: Harrisburg Area Community
College

Anna Kropov

Alexander Miller

Future Plans: Employment in Health Care

Graduated From: Steelton-Highspire High
School
Future Plans: Harrisburg Area Community
College Major: Civil Engineering

Alexandria Miller

Gabriella Mohring

Parish: Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk Monastery,
South Canaan, PA

Parish: Holy Trinity Orthodox Church,
Pottstown, PA

Parish: St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Coaldale,
PA

Parish: Holy Trinity Orthodox Church,
Stroudsburg, PA

Parents: Alevtina Kropov and Igor Kropov

Parents: Ron and Pat Miller

Parents: Andrew and Margaret Miller

Parents: Andrew and Jennifer Mohring

Graduated From: Wallenpaupak High school
as Honor student

Graduated From: Boyertown Area High School

Graduated From: Cazenovia College, NY

Future Plans: Montgomery Community
College, then will transfer to a state school to
major in Physical Therapy

Future Plans: Work in Criminal Justice field in
a County Courthouse

Graduated From: Stroudsburg High School,
Stroudsburg, PA

Future plans: Ohio University for Premed
professional program

Sasha Nebrat

Marina Ogneva

Anna Helen Olivieri

Future Plans: Fairfield University in Fairfield,
CT. Major: Biochemistry

Christopher Polk

Parish: Holy Apostles Orthodox Church,
Mechanicsburg, PA

Parish: St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church,
Edwardsville, PA

Parish: Holy Annunciation Orthodox Church,
Berwick, PA

Parish: Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, Wilkes
Barre PA

Parents: George & Elena Nebrat

Graduated From: Luzerne County
Community College

Parents: Mariah and Jack Olivieri

Parents: Greg and Laura Polk

Graduated From: MMI Preparatory School

Future Plans: Luzerne County Community
College

Graduated From: Cumberland Valley High
School
Future Plans: University of Pittsburgh for Premed Psychology with a Minor in Business

Future Plans: Bloomsburg University

D I O C E S A N GR A D U AT E S

Brandon Jacka
Parish: Holy Apostles Orthodox Church,
Mechanicsburg, PA
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Amanda Prokop

Stephanie (Ita) Snyder

Stephanie Stafursky

Parish: St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church,
Edwardsville, PA

Parish: Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church,
Harrisburg, PA

Parish: All Saints Orthodox Church, Olyphant,
PA

Parents: John and Dina Prokop

Grandmother: Joyce Walsh
Graduated From: Wyoming Valley West High
School

Graduated From: Evangelical Theological
Seminary

Parents: Susan and Daniel Stafursky

Graduated From: University of Delaware,
Honors Program, Magna Cum Laude, B.S.
in Accounting and Management Information
Systems
Future Plans: Employed at Vanguard

Rdr. Peter (Scott) Staller

D I O C E S A N GR A D U AT E S

Kyle Puterbaugh

Parish: St. Herman of Alaska Orthodox
Church, Gradyville, PA

Future Plans: Luzerne County Community
College

Gregory B. Stankiewicz

Master of Arts in Leadership Development
Future Plans: Continue as Director of
Academic Services at New Covenant Christian
School

Jessica Marie Taleff

Graduated From: Athens Area High School,
Athens PA
Future Plans: Culinary Institute of America,
Hyde Park New York

Ruth Tegene

Parish: Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church,
Harrisburg, PA

Parish: Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, Wilkes
Barre

Parish: Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church,
Harrisburg, PA

Parish: Holy Apostles Orthodox Church,
Mechanicsburg, PA

Graduated From: St. Tikhon Orthodox
Theological Seminary

Parents: Donna and Gerald Stankiewicz

Parents: Peter & Patrice Taleff

Parents: Benyam & Alem Tegene

Graduated From: Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute

Graduated From: Australian Institute of Music
in Sydney, NSW

Graduated From: West Chester with a
Bachelor of Science in Finance

Future Plans: Pursuing Electrical Engineering
Industry Careers

Master of Arts Management

Certificate in Diaconal and Leadership Formation
Future Plans: Continue as Administrative Law
Judge (Social Security Administration), and to
serve Christ the Saviour parish

Future Plans: Career in arts & entertainment

The OCF Connect
Smartphone App offers
you the daily tools you
need as an Orthodox
college student and also
helps you stay updated
on OCF events, news, and
media. Features include:
Daily Prayers
Orthodox FAQ
Be the Bee YouTube
Channel
Events Calendar
Chapter Locator
…and much more

Theodore Tripp III

Karlee Vaverchak

Victoria Anne Weremedic

Parish: Holy Annunciation Orthodox Church,
Berwick, PA

Parish: St. Michael’s Orthodox Church,
Jermyn, PA

Parish: St. Nicholas Orthodox Church,
Bethlehem, PAa

Parents: Theodore & Heather Tripp

Parents: Donald and Rachel Vaverchak

Graduated From: Berwick Area High School

Graduated From: Lakeland High School

Parents: Very Rev James Weremedic and Lisa
Weremedic

Future Plans: Pennsylvania College of
Technology

Future Plans: Kutztown University Major:
Criminal Justice

Graduated From: Liberty High School
Bethlehem
Future Plans: Obtain employment working
with animals

12

www.ocf.net

Orthodox Christian Fellowship
(OCF) is the official collegiate
campus ministry program under the
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the United States of
America. OCF is charged with
connecting Orthodox college
students—and those interested in
the Orthodox Christian faith—to
Christ and His Church.

Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) is the official collegiate campus ministry program under
the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. OCF transforms
the lives of college students in the United States and Canada by guiding them along the path to
Jesus Christ through His Church, cultivating a campus community of worship, witness, service,
fellowship and education.
The vision of the Orthodox Christian Fellowship is:
• To be the loving presence of Christ and the Orthodox Church on college campuses;
• To be an integral part of students’ spiritual formation by challenging them to
explore the Faith; and
• To inspire students to commit to living an Orthodox Christian way of life daily.
Orthodox Christian Fellowship has a rich history in North America that spans over 50 years.
Following World War II, an Orthodox college student movement emerged. Individual campus
groups formed at various universities, including Columbia, McGill, and Penn State, and—for the
first time—Orthodoxy was being celebrated and shared on college campuses.

In recognition of this, the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the America
(SCOBA) formalized the Church’s campus work in the spring of 1965 by creating the Campus Commission to oversee and coordinate these
developing local fellowships. James Couchell (now Bishop Dimitrios of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese) was named OCF’s first Executive Director.
Visiting colleges coast-to-coast, he established hundreds of campus chapters, launched the very popular quarterly magazine Concern and held annual
retreats at St. Vladimir’s and Holy Cross seminaries (predecessors of our present-day College Conferences).

With this blessing & direction, OCF was first housed at the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute based on the campus of the University of
California – Berkeley. This is where the process of building a chapter structure began. The North American Office then moved to the campus of
Hellenic College/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, MA and hired a full-time executive director. At this time, OCF
received a portion of a Lilly Endowment grant awarded to Hellenic College for the Theological Exploration of Vocation. This five-year scaling grant
enabled OCF to build an infrastructure, hire staff, and expand its programs.

YO U T H A N D E D U C AT I O N

In 1971, when James Couchell was re-assigned, Orthodox campus ministry unfortunately struggled and eventually closed. Despite this, the spirit
and mission of OCF was kept alive by individual chapters across the country. Chapters continued to form and grow. In 2001, three seminarian
classmates—Fr. Michael Nasser of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese, Fr. Mark Leondis of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, and Fr. Michael
Andersen of the Orthodox Church in America—recognized this natural growth and pledged to work together towards the resurgence of a panOrthodox campus ministry. With SCOBA’s blessing and Metropolitan Isaiah of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Denver as OCF’s overseer, OCF
was reconstituted and structured as a collaborative Orthodox effort with jurisdictional representatives on the Board of Directors. This allowed the
Church to maximize limited resources and be present on a greater number of colleges with relatively few Orthodox students on campus.
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BERWICK • In July, an Akathist on the Feast Day of
St. Panteleimon was held at Holy Annunciation.

BETHLEHEM • Father James Mason, attached to St.
Nicholas. celebrated his anniversary of 55 years as a priest.

AROUND THE DIOCESE

COALDALE • In July, St. Mary’s welcomed Fr. James
Weremedic and his family to the Parish.

HARRISBURG • In July, Christ the Saviour
recognized Rdr. Leo (Fred) & Garnice Leer
on their 40th wedding anniversary.

NANTICOKE • In June, the community of St. John
the Baptist welcomed Archbishop MARK.

LOPEZ • In July, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Church
celebrated its 110th Anniversary.

PHILADELPHIA • In May, Dr. Maria C. Khoury
visited Assumption of the Holy Virgin for a lecture.

MOUNT CARMEL • In July, St. Michael’s
Orthodox Church welcomed Fr. Ignatius Hunter.

STROUDSBURG • In June, the community of Holy
Trinity welcomed Archbishop MARK for the Feast
of Pentecost.

EDWARDSVILLE • On the eve of the 9/11
Anniversary, St. John the Baptist held an event for
Community First Responders.

POTTSTOWN • In June, Holy Trinity held a special
farewell luncheon for Father Jason and family as they
move on to a new parish.

OLYPHANT • In August, St. Nicholas Orthodox
Church celebrated the Feast of the Dormition.

JERMYN • In July, Protodeacon Gabriel Petorak
and parishioner Susan Schlasta of St. Michael’s
travelled to their sister parish in Ukraine.

PHILADELPHIA • In September, St. Stephen’s
Orthodox Catholic Cathedral celebrated its’ 43rd
Anniversary

WILLIAMSPORT • In June, Holy Cross Orthodox
Church observed All Saints Day with an outdoor
procession.
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Announcing the 54th Diocesan Assembly
of the Diocese of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania
54th Diocesan Assembly will be held at St. Michael’s Orthodox Church, in Wilmington, DE from January 25 to 26, 2018.

Hotel Reservations must be made by individual delegates directly with the hotel,
Hilton Christiana
100 Continental Drive
Newark, DE 19713-4319
302 454-1500
www.HiltonChristiana.com

January 25 -26, 2018
$69.00 per room – double room
Reservations: 1-877-883-0746
Made by the attendee directly by December 26th.
Further details forthcoming - check the Diocesan Wesbite for latest details (www.doepa.org)

81st Novogodny Ball

Sponsored by St. Stephen’s OCF - Chapter 82
Fellowship of Orthodox Christians in America
Sunday, January 14, 2018
Radisson Hotel – Philadelphia
Trevose, PA
A Semi-Formal Event for the benefit of deserving charities
Dinner (Optional), Dancing & Treats by Reservation Only
Optional Dinner: 5:00 PM
Dancing & Treats: 7:30 – 11:30 PM
For detailed information regarding reservations,
call Andre Cox at (215) 290-4542 or
email: novogodnyball@gmail.com

DIOCESAN CALENDAR
NOVEMBER
November 4-5

Holy Apostles

Mechanicsburg

November 8

Archangel Michael

November 9

Diocesan Council Meeting, Holy Trinity

Pottstown

November 12

Elevation of the Holy Cross – 40th Anniversary

Williamsport, PA

November 13-17

Holy Synod of Bishops, Fall Session

November 18

Parish Council Workshop, Holy Apostles Church

Mechanicsburg

November 19

Holy Trinity

Wilkes-Barre

November 21

Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple

November 23

Thanksgiving Day

November 26
DECEMBER
December 3

St. Nicholas

Olyphant

December 6

St. Nicholas

December 9-10

St. Herman

December 13

St. Herman

December 16

Holy Trinity Church (Ordination of John Black)

Pottstown

December 16-17

Christ the Saviour

Harrisburg

Gradyville

December 24
December 25

Nativity of Our Lord

December 26

Hotel Reservations due for Diocesan Assembly

JANUARY, 2018
January 25-26

Diocesan Assembly, Archangel Michael Church

Wilmington, DE

