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COMMUNICATIONS BRIEF
Glory to Jesus Christ!
With this issue of “Your Diocese Alive in Christ,” the transition to the new
editorial model is complete.
You will notice a focus on timely issues, which we hope to continue. Furthermore,

Alive in Christ is distributed
free of charge within the
Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania,
144 St. Tikhon’s Road
Waymart, PA 18472
570-937-9331

you will notice a spotlight on one of the parishes in our Diocese - St. Michael’s
Othodox Church in Mount Carmel, PA. Fr. John Edward has written an

Submission Deadlines

article showcasing many of the community outreach programs his parish has

August Issue: July 1

undertaken, and shows us the fruits of these labors. The plan as put forth by His

November Issue: October 1

Eminence, Archbishop MARK, is to feature a different parish from around the
diocese in each issue. This requires PARTICIPATION - both from your parish
and from those who have been bestowed with a talent for writing (remember the
parable about talents? DON’T BURY YOURS - use it!)
Has your parish undertaken any community outreach programs? Is your parish

February Issue: January 1
May Issue: April 1
In the interest of keeping current, events
that have occurred prior to the most
recent issue date will not be included.

a valuable presence in the community? Do you visit your neighbors? Do you
invite them in? Or is your parish a place to go to buy ethnic food a few times a
year, or the place that wakes everyone up on Pascha with the ringing of the bells?
Can YOU take an hour of your time to write an article that speaks to the good
works of your church? Does your parish do any good works? Share them with us.

Please submit articles and photographs
(with captions) to Aric Gingo at
doepa.communications@gmail.com
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Creating a Mission Mindset
In reading the Scripture of the Old Covenant, we find in the pagan religions a concept of a local
deity, i.e., the god of a particular city, such as Baal Peor or the god of a territory such as the land of
Canaan.’ Thus in moving from place to place, people would adopt the worship of the local deity to
insure fertility of their animals and an abundance from the harvest. Additionally, there was also
the concept of a tribal god(s). As people of various tribes and clans moved about, they worshipped
the god of their ancestors.

The Lord created mankind for communion with Him and entrusted
him with a priesthood, wherein mankind was to take of the creation
with which the Lord blessed him and offer it back as the first fruits
to Him as a means of communion. From the time of mankind’s
disobedience, the Lord has sought mankind out as a shepherd seeks
his lost sheep. The Lord’s Love, Grace and Desire for reconciliation with
all of mankind is revealed in the incarnation of our Lord, God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ, His Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension.
In 2 Corinthians 5:16ff, St. Paul tells us: “From now on, therefore, we regard
no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God.
As we read the Apostle Paul, let us note that our Lord came to reconcile “the
world to Himself,” as well as entrust us with the ministry of reconciliation. He
did not come only for the Jews or people of a particular race, city, territory
or nationality. Such an idea would be a complete betrayal of the revelation

A WORD FROM OUR ARCHBISHOP

By way of contrast, the Creation account in the Book of Genesis presents a very different
understanding of God. He is the One Who created the Heavens and the earth, the sun, the
moon, the stars, the earth and the fullness thereof. The Lord God is the Maker and Creator of all
that exists, whether seen or unseen. He created ‘ex nihilo,’ meaning He created out of nothing,
all that exists. Creation itself and nothing in it is coeternal with God. The apex of God’s creation
was mankind, as only mankind is in the Divine Image and tasked with pursuing
the Divine Likeness. Of all God’s creation, only mankind received the breath
of Life by the Divine inbreathing. Mankind was created out of Divine
Love, not due to necessity or anything lacking in God Himself.
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A WORD FROM OUR ARCHBISHOP

of God through the Holy Scripture. He came for All of
Mankind. He came to reconcile all the inhabited world
to Himself. We are His Ambassadors and entrusted with
a stewardship. We have a stewardship of proclaiming
the Gospel to all of mankind and opening the doors of
Christ’s Holy Church to all who will enter. As in the
parable of the Great Banquet, if those invited refuse, we
are to go out to the highways and byways and compel
them to come in.
16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great
banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the
banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been
invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 18 “But they
all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just
bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’
19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen,
and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 20
“Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 21
“The servant came back and reported this to his master.
Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the
town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has
been done, but there is still room.’ 23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and
compel them to come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste
of my banquet.’” (Luke: 14: 16-24)
As we read in the parable, this is precisely our mission, we are to go out as our Heavenly Father’s ambassadors inviting
all who will to come to the Great Banquet. There will always be those who refuse or make excuses, but we are to
go to those who will hear. Years ago, I remember hearing an elderly pastor say, no one should be called twice when
everyone has not been called once.
As St. Paul states in his letter to the Galatians 3: 27ff: “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to the promise.”
While the Church has historically accommodated itself to communicate the Gospel in a meaningful way to a variety
of cultures, we must never confuse our responsibility of sharing the Gospel message with cultural expression foreign
to the hearer. We have a responsibility and an obligation to share the message of the Gospel with all who will hear,
and to present it in a manner that is culturally comprehendible to the hearer. Let us each take up the high calling of
being Christ’s Ambassadors, and invite our neighbors and friends to our Lord’s House.

+ Archbishop Mark

+MARK
Archbishop of Philadelphia
and Eastern Pennsylvania
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On Saturday, November 12, 2016, Deacon Matthew Joyner was ordained to the Holy Priesthood at St. Tikhon’s Monastery
in South Canaan, PA. May God Grant the Priest Matthew, Matushka Ashley and their families many blessed years.

Archbishop Mark presided over the services at Elevation of the
Holy Cross January 7-8, 2017, ordaining Dn. Ignatius (Edward)
Hunter to the Holy Priesthood. Assisting were the V. Rev. Fr.
Daniel Kovalak, Fr. James Chuta, the V. Rev. Fr. Chad Hatfield
(President of St Vladimir’s Seminary), and Deacon Andrew Nelko.

On January 18th, the Annual Orthodox - Eastern Catholic clergy dinner was graciously and warmly hosted by Roman Catholic
Bishop of Scranton, Joseph Bambera.

DIOCESAN NEWS

Fr. John Kowalczyk, secretary of the Orthodox Christian Prison
Ministry (OCPM) and Matushka Kathy, with the blessing of
Archbishop Mark, traveled to St. Paul, Minnesota on Friday,
December 16, for the 25th Anniversary of ordination to the Holy
Priesthood of the Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Duane S. Pederson.
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The 53rd
Diocesan
Assembly
On Thursday – Friday, January 26th and 27th, the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania gathered for the 53rd Assembly in
Harrisburg, PA. The Assembly began at 4:00 pm on Thursday evening, with the Archbishop’s address to the Diocese
and other administrative business with dinner following at 5:00 pm. Great Vespers was then served by host priest,
Archpriest Stephen Vernak, and Deacon Seraphim Reynolds (Administrator of the Lykens Parish). Following Vespers,
an inspiring and challenging presentation was given by Bill Marianes. It was the consensus of the group to have Bill back
to give a longer retreat where the important and necessary information could be properly digested and implemented.
More information on Bill and his presentations can be found on his website: www.StewardshipCalling.com. Following
the presentation, a wine and cheese social was held, which was a new addition to the events of the Assembly, but one
well received as it gave a time for food and fellowship, and for the clergy and delegates to get to know one another better.

DIOCESAN NEWS

The Divine Liturgy was served on Friday morning on the feast of the translation of the relics of St. John Chrysostom.
His Eminence was assisted by Archpriest Martin Browne, Chancellor, and Archpriest Nicholas Solak, Dean of the
Wilkes-Barre Deanery, and Archpriest Victor Gorodenchuk, Dean of the Philadelphia Deanery, Archpriest Stephen
Vernak, host pastor, and Protodeacons Gregory Moser and Peter Skoog. The Sermon was offered by Archpriest Timothy
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Hojnicki, Dean of the Frackville Deanery, reflecting on the connection with that day’s feast, and the call to action from the
presentation the night before. The responses to the Liturgy were beautifully sung by the Choir of Christ the Saviour Church
under the direction of Rdr. James Latimer.
At the end of the Liturgy, Diocesan Gramotas were presented to Archpriest Michael and Mat. Valeria Hatrak, and Archpriest
Michael and Mat. Sonya Evans for their many years of service to the Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania. May God grant them
many years!
Following the Liturgy and brunch, the rest of the business proceedings were held in the Christ the Saviour Hall. Of note
was the discussion about the Diocesan property and the possibility of the Diocesan center being sold and something else
being purchased in another area.
Everyone agreed the Assembly was peaceful, productive, and prayerful. His Eminence, and the entire Diocese offer thanks
to Fr. Stephen and the faithful of Christ the Saviour parish for their efforts in hosting this annual event.

DIOCESAN NEWS

The next Assembly is scheduled for January 25-26, 2018 at St. Michael’s Church, Wilmington, DE.
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The
Symphony
of Lent
Reflections in Christ • Fr. Daniel C. Kovalak
Originally Published at OCA.org on March 13, 2014

Having had the opportunity to sing an operetta with the local symphony orchestra, it’s

remarkable to me how wonderfully our Orthodox liturgical progression from Pre-Lent to Lent

to Holy Week to Pascha not only presents “the greatest story ever told,” but also resembles the

performance of a musical masterpiece.

I recall how at one rehearsal the conductor, abruptly bringing all to full stop, angrily tapped
his baton, stomped his foot and shouted, “You’re not following me! The score says lentando!”

F E AT U R E D A R T I C L E

Lentando means “to make slow;” slowing down the music’s tempo to create a reflective,

contemplative, even solemn mood. This is especially employed in operas to build and enhance
the personality and disposition of characters and to give the audience glimpses into their
respective life struggles and inner conflicts that will be brought to bear as the story unfolds.

That’s pretty much “lent,” isn’t it?! Time to slow down, to adjust the tempo of our daily lives

from the hectic pace that consumes us to a more contemplative one that incites inner reflection

and self-awareness. It’s a time to earnestly reflect on our character: what makes us tick, what lifts

us up and what drags us down. The mood created by our extra services, their somberness and

solemnity, complemented by the readings, hymns, movements, commemorations and participation

in confession reveal our desperate need for some serious “lentando” in our lives.

Lentando, however, is not stagnant but dynamic. It lays a foundation upon which to build, paving the

way for something to come. In musical terms, it’s normally followed by a variation of “andante calmo,”

literally “walking calmly.” Having manifested traits of the characters by slowing to a reasonable,
manageable tempo, the piece now assumes and maintains a pace that allows the story to unfold.
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pre-lenten instruction has adequately prepared us to adopt a certain rhythm,

especially of prayer and fasting. And whereas Forgiveness Sunday Vespers
directs us to “begin the fast with joy,” our now “walking calmly” includes
“allegretto” as well—a tinge of joyfulness.

By the third week of Lent, when the precious Cross of Our Lord is planted
in our midst, our musical score is marked “poco a poco accelerando”—to

accelerate, to pick up the pace little by little, not just for the thrill of speed
but because our desired destination is slowly coming into view.

When the music accelerates, it’s taking you somewhere; there’s a

“crescendo”—a “growing”—to emphasize an imminent crucial point of the
story it seeks to tell. Crescendo is a movement toward a point that prepares
the audience to experience and embrace the climax of the story, with voices

and orchestra collectively manifesting their individual talents at optimal
levels to “bring the story home.” Jesus weeping at the tomb of Lazarus, only
to call him to come forth after four days represents, at least to me, a great
crescendo!

Each day of Holy Week represents “a symphony within the symphony.”
Like acts of a play, each building upon the one before, they’d be musically-

marked “presto;” literally meaning “very fast,” but more appropriately “ready.”

Everything to this point of the symphony has been preparing the audience
not merely to passively observe, but “enter into” the story’s summit. All
the variations in tempo, dynamics and mood; the array of sounds produced

by combinations of instruments and voices; the musicians fully offering
themselves in sacrificial service to achieve the desired end-result—all

resources have been brought to bear and now stand ready to deliver “the
message;” to the experience of its zenith.

There are many musical terms to be considered in reference to Great and Holy

Pascha. My choice would be “vivace”—“vivacious”—joyously unrestrained,
enthusiastic, exuberant, lively! That’s a pretty good word to describe our

celebration of the glorious resurrection of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
If after progressing through the various stages, movements and elements of

the score you arrive at the end and cannot muster some serious “vivace” at
the proclamation of “Christ is Risen,” you just haven’t been listening at all.

The world continues its insanity at a frantic pace, with no storyline, truth,

morality or particular destination in mind. So many threatening and
horrific events occurring these days are merely the latest, tragic reminders of

the frailty and fallenness of the world. But the symphony of Lent draws us
into the premier masterpiece of God’s mission “for the life of the world and
its salvation.”

The season of Great Lent is the
time of preparation for the feast
of the Resurrection of Christ.
It is the living symbol of man’s
entire life which is to be fulfilled
in his own resurrection from the
dead with Christ. It is a time of
renewed devotion: of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving. It is a
time of repentance, a real renewal
of our minds, hearts and deeds
in conformity with Christ and
his teachings. It is the time, most
of all, of our return to the great
commandments of loving God and
our neighbors.
In the Orthodox Church, Great Lent
is not a season of morbidity and
gloominess. On the contrary, it is a
time of joyfulness and purification.
We are called to “anoint our faces”
and to “cleanse our bodies as we
cleanse our souls.” The very first
hymns of the very first service of
Great Lent set the proper tone of
the season:
Let us begin the lenten time with
delight . . . let us fast from passions
as we fast from food, taking pleasure
in the good words of the Spirit, that
we may be granted to see the holy
passion of Christ our God and his
holy Pascha, spiritually rejoicing.
Thy grace has arisen upon us, O
Lord, the illumination of our souls
has shown forth; behold, now is the
acceptable time; behold, now is the
time of repentance (Vespers Hymns).
It is our repentance that God
desires, not our remorse. We sorrow
for our sins, but we do so in the
joy of God’s mercy. We mortify our
flesh, but we do so in the joy of our
resurrection into life everlasting.
We make ready for the resurrection
during Great Lent, both Christ’s
Resurrection and our own.

F E AT U R E D A R T I C LC E

The early weeks of Lent likewise assume we have hit our stride, that our
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How does
the Church
grow?
This article is the first of a multi-part look
at the book “The Patient Ferment of the
Early Church” By Chancellor of the Diocese of
Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania,
the Very Reverend Martin Browne
ABOUT THE BOOK
During the three centuries before the conversion of
the emperor Constantine, the Christian church grew
in the Roman Empire. It grew despite disincentives,
harassment, and occasional persecution. What enabled
Christianity to be so successful that, by the fifth century,
it was the established religion of the empire?
In this unique historical study, Alan Kreider delivers the
fruit of a lifetime of study as he tells the amazing story
of the spread of Christianity over its first four hundred
years. Challenging traditional understandings, Kreider
contends the early church grew because patience was
of central importance in the life and witness of the
early Christians. Patience was the virtue about which
the patristic writers wrote most--Tertullian, Cyprian,
and Augustine all wrote treatises on it. Patience
entailed trusting God, who was inexorably at work;
obeying Jesus, who embodied patience and called
his followers to live in unusual, patient ways; and
responding to people who were attracted to their life
and message in such a way that they would be formed
to become patient believers. Instead of writing about
evangelistic method, the early Christians reflected on
prayer, catechesis, and worship, all of which formed
believers to have patient reflexes and to participate
in a church that grew not by plan but by ferment. This
book will benefit professors, students, and scholars
of ancient Christianity, mission, liturgy, and Christian
formation as well as pastors and church leaders.

How does the Church grow? This question as been asked with greater
intensity over the past two or three decades in light of the decline in
membership and activity throughout the religious world. Graphically,
our diocese and our church have been on a downward trend with no
sign of this changing anytime soon. Efforts have been made, programs
have been developed and put into practice, but there has been little
sustained interest in many parishes. There is a desire for a quick fix, and
some have pursued paths which they believed were that quick fix only
to discover what all should know – there is no quick fix only a dead end
for such pursuits.
Nevertheless the Church has experienced periods of major, even
massive growth in her 2000 year history. Most who think about this
focus on the Constantinian legalization of Christianity in the Edict
of Milan in 313 followed almost 70 years later by the establishment
of Christianity as the state religion of the Roman Empire under the
Emperor Theodosios. Both of these resulted in massive growth over
the subsequent centuries through the conversions of whole territories
within and without the Roman Empire East and West. Missions
and conquests alike provided not only new opportunities but also new
members in significant numbers.
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However that age is past. Here in the United States it never existed, as establishment of any religion is prohibited by the
First Amendment to our constitution. And despite the fears of some that we may soon have a theocracy in our nation, it
is highly unlikely, and undesirable. The history of state supported religion is a complex one, and though it may provide
an external semblance of religious belief measured by culture and ritual, the depth of conversion, of faith, is questionable
based on the recent history of the past century both home and abroad.
What is not questionable, however, is that the Church experienced significant growth before the Constantinian settlement
of 313. And this fact has been a source of puzzlement to historians who want to understand how such a small group
with so much against it, culturally as well as legally, could have experienced sustained, significant growth in its first three
centuries throughout the empire. The most recent examination of this question was published in 2016 entitled The
Patient Ferment of the Early Church by Baker Academic and written by Alan Kreider, Ph.D, a professor emeritus
at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary. Dr. Kreider’s book adds to the reflection on the question of early church
growth in a manner that prompts us to reflect upon the question of church growth, specifically our church growth, from a
different angle, and if he is correct, a proper angle. While it is true that the past is past, it is also true that human nature
is always the same. More importantly, God never changes. So there are at least two constants that make critical historical
reflection worthwhile for any age.
And while time creates distance, distance does not always mean difference. Then and now have many similarities,
similarities that did not exist half a century ago. If they were pre-Christian times, we live in post-Christian times. If
Christianity was one of many coexisting if not competing faiths then, is it any different now? If the cultured despisers
and polemical opponents of Christianity then offered ill founded and inflammatory attacks, is it any different now? If the
religious world then was one marked by a consumer mentality in the religious market place, finding what works for me,
with individuals picking and choosing from different traditions to compose their own spirituality, is it any different now?
And in the midst of such a world then, the Church grew. Does it not require us to see what they did as a way to discern
what we might do now?
By his own admission Dr. Krieder brings four considerations to the question which will be the subject of future articles.
The first of these is the virtue of patience which the early Christians highly valued as evident in the three treatises written
on it in the time period. Second is a distinctive and “intriguing” pattern of behavior by which they “said what they
believed.” Third was catechesis and worship, through which they were uncommonly focused on forming their members
in a habit of patience. Finally there is what he identifies as ferment, a process of growth imperceptibly bubbling up from
within thanks to the invisible power of God.
It is hoped that sharing the highlights of this work will assist in the formation of a mission mindset which is the theme
of the current year in our diocese.

May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.
2 Thessalonians 3:5
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Saint Michael’s Orthodox Church in Mount Carmel, PA was built in 1908 and bears witness to the Orthodox faith not only in Mount
Carmel, but also in the areas surrounding it. As with many parishes that formed during the coal boom, St. Michael’s has seen a parish
of 300 or so parishioners in the 1900’s continuously decline over the recent decades. Beginning in the early 2000’s, St. Michael’s began
to recognize the challenges it would be facing. By the time the parish celebrated its 100th Anniversary in 2008, the atmosphere was
bittersweet. While we celebrated making it to 100 years, looming on everyone’s mind was how much longer we would be able to survive as
a church. The parish was so focused on survival, we forgot what the Orthodox Mission was as we are reminded in the Gospel reading from
Matthew 25:31-46, in the parable of the Last Judgment: “We show Christian love when we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the
naked, visit those who are sick or in prison. If we did such things for the least of Christ’s brethren, then we also did them for Christ (Mt.25:40). If we
did not do such things for the least of the brethren, neither did we do them for Christ (Mt.25:45). “

A Transition from
Inward Focus to
Community Focus
Father John Edward • St. Michael’s Orthodox Church • Mount Carmel
Between the fall of 2013 and the summer of 2015 the parish faced a turning point. It was during this time that visiting priests served the
parish and the parish was struggling financially. However, the parish pulled together and worked hard to keep the doors open and be
more visible in the community. The parish started to focus on the sick in the parish and those who were unable to attend church. Some of
the visiting priests, namely Father John Nightingale, Father Daniel Ressetar, and Father Theophan Mackey visited parishioners not able to
attend services.
It was also during this time at a Diocesan Assembly meeting when Father Martin Browne told one of our delegates that “if you give to
others, it will be returned to you tenfold”. That message was taken back to the parish who decided we needed to take a leap of faith. So,
bearing the parable of Last Judgement in mind, St. Michael’s rolled up her sleeves and decided that we had to reach out to those around us
who were in need because every one of them represented Christ to us. In serving the poor, we would be serving Christ himself. Saint John
Chrysostom says that if you can’t find God in the beggar who sits outside the church you will never find him in the chalice.
Our community outreach efforts now include:
Each month we alternate giving a monetary donation to one of four local charities who provide assistance to those in need in the area.
In addition, we are continually looking to provide assistance to families in the area hit by fire, hard times, or tragic accidents. Through
the generosity of parishioners, we increased our outreach assistance four-fold during the past year alone, and expect to maintain, and
hopefully exceed, this assistance level in our current budget year.
We have a great group of “Friends of the Parish” who volunteer each month to help with our pierogie-making fundraiser project which has
transformed into a monthly community social event. The parish considers these “Friends” to be part of our extended family and provides
care when they are sick or in need, as we would to our parishioners.
Our special events (open house, community soup day, etc.) provide a great opportunity for fellowship and dialogue that has been very
gratifying to both visitors and the parishioners who help with the events.
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Recognizing Veterans who served our country is extremely important to the
parish. Each year on Veterans Day, banners with the names of all living and
departed Veterans associated with the parish are proudly displayed in the
church hall and along the fence outside the church. The parish also provides
a free brunch to any Veteran in attendance and sends hand-written cards to
all veterans associated with the church expressing our thanks for their service
to the nation.
Without a doubt, our most successful and rewarding outreach effort has been
to Serenity Gardens nursing home, where parish members are residents.
Outreach includes providing Veterans Day cards, carnations for Mother’s

Vespers at Serenity Gardens, a monthly event.

Day, Christmas cookies and ornaments, and Valentine Day cards to all the
residents. This past September, we treated all the residents to an end-ofsummer cookout of hotdogs and hamburgers. Most importantly, we now
provide Vesper services at Serenity Garden’s on the first Saturday of each
month at 4:30 PM. The residents eagerly look forward to attending the
service. While the initial intent of the vesper service was for the parish to bring
some happiness to the residents; through the fellowship before and after the
service, it is actually the residents who provide the parishioners who attend the
Vesper Service a sense of joy and blessing.

Through these outreach efforts, St. Michael’s is fulfilling the Orthodox Mission.

Nativity Sing-A-Long.

God has placed us here in Mount Carmel not only to worship him through Divine
Liturgy and the many beautiful services of the church, but also to carry his love to
those who are oppressed, poor, and in need. We see our worship flowing into the
world through these acts of love and kindness. As a church, we feel enriched and
blessed, that God has entrusted us with this great outreach. We believe we have
truly grasped what it means to be a church in a small town with so many needs
around us.

Preparing Valentine’s for residents of Serenity Gardens.

For the people who receive the help that Saint Michael’s offers, they see the face
of God reaching out to them in their hour of need. They know that God has not
forgotten them, that he cares for them, and that he loves them, through these acts
of charity. Just like the Good Shepherd in the parable of the Good Shepherd,
Jesus comes looking for everyone who is lost and in need.
In closing, we believe the parish has indeed been blessed tenfold, as Father Browne
stated. In the past two years, our parish has experienced the most growth that
we have seen in decades. The parish has been able to not only retain a full-time
rector, but also complete much needed maintenance on the church and rectory.
Most importantly, the parish now functions like a family who enjoys doing
projects together and giving back to those in need. We pray that we will be able to
continue our efforts to proclaim the Holy Gospel of Our Lord in the surrounding
area, in this and future generations.

Community Soup Day

This is the first parish to be featured
in the new editorial format, and
we thank Fr. John for taking some
time to write the article. A different
parish from around the diocese will
be featured in every issue. What
can your parish contribute? Share
your good works with your fellow
Orthodox Christians.
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Coaldale • Wash and Helen King of St. Mary’s Orthodox
Church in Coaldale, PA recently celebrated their 60th
Wedding Anniversary.

Harrisburg • Dennis Bupp was received into the One,
Holy, Catholic, & Apostolic Church through the mystery of
Chrismation.

Pottstown • Hope Sabbagh and Nasser Sabbagh, parishioners of
St. George Church in Allentown, PA visited Holy Trinity Orthodox
Church to give a presentation on the current refugee crisis overseas.

Gradyville • Jack (Mathias) Wagner was received into
the Orthodox faith through the Sacrament of Holy
Chrismation.

Lopez • Parishioners of St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Church in
Lopez, PA gathered to share the traditional Holy Supper in
anticipation of the Feast of the Nativity.

Lykens • On Sunday, October 9, the feast of St. Patriarch Tikhon of Moscow, His Eminence, Archbishop Mark celebrated the
Divine Liturgy at Holy Ascension Church in Lykens. His Eminence was joined by Fr. James Chuta, Supply Priest, and Dn. Seraphim
Reynolds, Administrator of the Parish, and Subdn. Thomas Donlick.
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DIOCESAN CALENDAR
MARCH
March 1

Presanctified Liturgy, Holy Resurrection Cathedral

Wilkes-Barre

March 5

St. Michael
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, Holy Resurrection Cathedral
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, SS Peter & Paul, Ukrainian

Old Forge
Wilkes-Barre
Wilmington, DE

March 8

Presanctified Liturgy, St. Nicholas

Olyphant

March 12

Holy Ascension
5 p.m. Mission Vespers, St. Herman
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, St. Basil
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, Holy Trinity

Frackville
Shillington
Simpson
Pottstown

March 15

Presanctified Liturgy, St. Michael

Jermyn

March 19

Christ the Saviour
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, St. John the Baptist
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, SS Peter & Paul, Albanian Orthodox
5 p.m. Mission Vespers, Christ the Saviour

Harrisburg
Edwardsville
Philadelphia
Harrisburg

March 22

Presanctified Liturgy, SS Peter & Paul

Uniondale

March 26

St. John the Baptist
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, St. Michael
5 p.m. Mission Vespers, Holy Ascension
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, St Mark

Nanticoke
Old Forge
Lykens
Wrightstown

March 28-31

Holy Synod Meeting

March 30

Great Canon of St Andrew of Crete

APRIL
April 2

All Saints
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, SS. Peter & Paul
4 p.m. Mission Vespers, St. Herman
5 p.m. Mission Vespers, Holy Apostles

Olyphant
Uniondale
Gradyville
Mechanicsburg

April 5

Holy Trinity

Wilkes Barre

April 7

Canon of St Lazarus

April 8

Lazarus Saturday

April 9

Palm Sunday, St. Michael
4 p.m. Bridegroom Matins, Holy Resurrection Cathedral
4 p.m. Bridegroom Matins, St Stephen’s Cathedral

Jermyn
Wilkes-Barre
Philadelphia

April 10

Holy Monday
Morning Presanctfied Liturgy: St. Nicholas
Evening Bridegroom Matins: Holy Assumption

Bethlehem
Philadelphia

Holy Tuesday
Morning Presanctified Liturgy: St. Michael
Evening Bridegroom Matins: St. Mark

Wilmington, DE
Wrightstown

Holy Wednesday
Morning Presanctified Liturgy: St. Mark
Evening Holy Unction, St. Stephen’s Cathedral

Wrightstown
Philadelphia

Holy Thursday
Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil (Institution of the Lord’s Supper): Holy Trinity
Passion Gospels: St. Herman’s (tentative)

Pottstown
Shillington

Holy Friday
Royal Hours, Burial Vespers, Matins and Lamentations, St. Herman

Shillington

April 15

Great Saturday, Vesperal Liturgy, Holy Apostles

Mechanicsburg

April 15-16

Pascha, Nocturnes, Matins, Liturgy, Christ the Saviour

Harrisburg

April 11

April 12

April 13

April 14

April 16

Agape Vespers, Holy Apostles

Mechanicsburg

April 23

Feast Day of St George the Great Martyr, Holy Resurrection Cathedral

Wilkes-Barre

April 30

Myrrh-bearing Women, Holy Apostle James
Archbishop MARK’s visits listed in italics

