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January 18, 2013 
 

 
 
Your Grace, V. Rev. Frs. Rev. Frs. Rev. Fr. Deacons, Matushki and faithful!  
 
Christ is in our midst!  
 
Since appointed administrator of the Diocese, I have met with His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan Tikhon or spoken with him on several occasions regarding the history of 
the Diocese as well as his ministry here. In addition, I meet with Fr. John Kowalczyk 
and Fr Martin Browne on a weekly basis and am in touch with His Grace Bishop 
Melchisedek weekly as well.  

 
His Grace, Bishop Melchisedek and I both attended the Diocesan Council Meeting in 
Berwick in November which I found helpful in getting a handle on the issues within the 
Diocese. They are nothing new as almost the whole of Orthodoxy in North America has 
similar histories and struggles with these same issues. The two issues which were 
brought to our attention were the importance of moving from fund raising or dues 
paying philosophies to a Biblically Based understanding of Christian Stewardship and 
the necessity of Parish Revitalization. Both these issues have been successfully 
addressed in a number of parishes. Many of the missions started from the ground up in 
the last twenty years have avoided these pitfalls. Thanks be to God. Neither of these 
two can be considered by our clergy or faithful as “optional” if we truly understand our 
own stewardship in caring for Christ’s Holy Church. The earth is the Lord’s and the 
fulness thereof. The Church does not belong to us, but we are appointed as stewards of 
the Faith once and for all delivered by our Lord Himself, who bid His Holy Disciples 
and Apostles to go into all the world and make disciples of all people, teaching them to 
observe all that he has commanded, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 
We can no longer depend on immigration or the birth rate to fill our churches. We must 
actively take up the High Calling in Christ Jesus and return to the work of proclaiming 
the Gospel to all with whom we come in contact. As the Holy Apostles and as Ss. Cyril 
and Methodius, we have a calling to bring the fullness of the Faith to those who have 
not heard it. We must not only be warm and welcoming to those who visit, we must go 
out and bid them come in. Our faithful need to utilize their gifts and talents in 
furthering the Work of the Church as well. I do not think I need to explain the 
difference between working for the Church and doing the work of the Church. As St. 
Paul teaches, there is a “priesthood of all believers.” Our faithful need to be encouraged 



 

 

to discover their gifts and ministries within the Church. Many hands make for light 
work.  

 
In the coming months I will continue to visit our parishes and desire to see each priest 
and parish embrace the work Christ calls us to do. On the Last and Great Day, when 
we stand before the Throne of our Lord let us consider carefully the questions He will 
ask and insure we are busy doing the Work that is pleasing in His sight. Let us rid 
ourselves of distractions from His Holy Work and be wise and Faithful stewards of the 
Faith and of the Ministry entrusted to our care.  

 
Let us also remind the faithful of the basic principles of Christian Stewardship. The 
earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof. All that we have is from Him. Our tithes 
and offerings are an expression of gratitude and thanksgiving for His numerous 
blessings. Does our giving reflect an attitude of gratitude? We need to eliminate from 
our vocabulary “paying dues” as it implies we have rights. As Christians we do not have 
rights, we have responsibilities. The Church is not a club with dues and benefits. The 
Church is the body of Christ which has been blessed by God with gifts and talents, 
which should evoke a sense of Responsibility and Stewardship.  
 
Hopefully, as we move forward His Grace Bishop Melchisedek and I can assist in the 
process of revitalization by raising the bar for our clergy and parish council members. 
Our clergy and parish councils must be people of the Church who understand and 
embrace their faith as well as share in the missionary vision of the work to which 
Christ call us.  

 
May our Lord continue to look down from heaven, visit, establish and perfect this vine 
which He has planted with His own right hand. May we yield ourselves to His pruning 
and cleansing to be Holy Vessels, prepared for every good work.  

 
Asking your God-pleasing prayers, I remain your servant in Christ,  
 

 
 
+Bp Mark  
Administrator of the Diocese of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania 


