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Bylaws of the 

Diocese of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania 
The Diocese of Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylvania (DPEP) is incorporated in the 
Commonwealth  of Pennsylvania in compliance with the requirements of 15 Pa S. §7316 
(relating to articles of incorporation). It is a constitute member of the Orthodox Church in 
America (OCA) and as such is bound by the Statutes of the OCA and its relevant articles. 
It is currently headquartered at: 144 St. Tikhon’s Rd Waymart, PA. 

This document will present the relevant articles of the OCA Statutes with notes added 
specific to the DPEP beneath the associated verbiage. The notes will clarify and specify 
the DPEP interpretation of the OCA Statutes, but are not intended to modify or override 
those statutes. 

For ease of reference the Article numbers from the OCA Statutes have been maintained 
in this document, consequently the first article referred to will be Article VI – The 
Diocese. The following articles, with DPEP annotations will constitute the Bylaws of the 
DPEP : 

Article VI – The Diocese 

Article VII – The Diocesan Assembly 

Article VIII – The Diocesan Council 

Article IX – The Deanery 

Article X – The Parish 

In the event that the OCA revises their statutes in a manner affecting the article numbers 
then the appropriate OCA Article, determined by title, shall apply. In any dispute over the 
interpretation of these bylaws or the OCA Statutes the ruling Hierarch of the DPEP will 
be the ultimate authority.  

Article VI 

The Diocese 

Section 
1 

  

The Diocese The Diocese is the basic church body which comprises all the parishes of 
a determined geographical area. It is governed by the Diocesan Bishop with the 
assistance of a Diocesan Assembly and a Diocesan Council. 
 

DPEP – The Diocese incorporates the areas of Pennsylvania and Delaware as 
described in the archives of the OCA. A listing of the parishes in the DPEP is 
provided in Appendix A. 
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Section 
2 

  

Boundaries  

1. The geographical boundaries of the diocese shall be determined by the Holy 
Synod of Bishops; 

2. The diocese may be divided geographically into deaneries, each headed by a 
dean elected according to the provisions of Article IX, Section 4. 

DPEP – There are three deaneries in the DPEP: Frackville, Wilkes-Barre and 
Philadelphia. A listing of the churches in each is shown in appendix A. 

 

Section 
3   

Establishment of Dioceses 

Dioceses shall be established by the Holy Synod whenever the growth of the Church 
demands it or wherever the boundaries of the existing dioceses need to be modified. 

 

Section 
4 

  

The Diocesan Bishop 

By virtue of his episcopal consecration and canonical appointment to his Diocese, the 
Diocesan Bishop possesses full hierarchical authority within his diocese. The Diocesan 
Bishop: 

1. Shall expound Orthodox Faith and morals and guide his flock in accordance 
with the teachings of the Church, and will issue pastoral letters to the clergy 
and laity; 

2. Has the right of initiative and authoritative guidance in all matters concerning 
the life of his diocese; 

3. Shall distribute the Holy Chrism consecrated by the Metropolitan, and the Holy 
Antimensia to all churches in his diocese; 

4. Shall ordain Orthodox seminary graduates to the Diaconate and Priesthood for 
his diocese. Candidates otherwise qualified must receive the approval of the 
Holy Synod; consideration ought to be given to the candidate’s wishes as to 
time and place of ordination; 

5. Shall appoint and transfer parish priests and other parish clergy within the 
limits of his diocese; 

6. Shall exercise the right of pastoral action and discipline in reference to the 
diocesan clergy and laity in all cases not requiring the action of a Church 
Court; 

7. Shall make canonical visits to the parishes of his diocese; 
8. Shall erect parishes, missions, chapels in his diocese; 
9. Shall consecrate Antimensia and churches and erect permanent altars; 
10. Shall be a member of the Holy Synod of Bishops in accordance with the 

provisions of Article 11, Section 2; 
11. Shall convene and preside over the Diocesan Council and Diocesan Assembly; 
12. May appoint a diocesan chancellor and other diocesan officers from among the 

members of the Diocesan Council; 
13. Shall exercise the right of supervision over the monastic communities in his 
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diocese and appoint their superiors; 

DPEP – With the exception of St. Tikhon’s Monastery which is under 
the omophorion of the Metropolitan of All America & Canada. 

14. Shall approve the decisions of the Diocesan Assembly, Diocesan Council, 
deanery, and parish meetings; 

15. Shall have custody, in the name of the diocese, of the consecrated items; 

DPEP – In the event of Parish closure the Bishop will take 
possession of the sacred and untouchable items to include, but not 
limited to: the Holy Antimension, the Tabernacle, and the Sacred 
Vessels. Other property may be dispersed in accordance with parish 
bylaws or other governing documents.  

16. Shall reside within the limits of his diocese. 

DPEP – The authority of the Diocesan Hierarch is absolute as concerning the 
spiritual and administrative rule of the Diocese. Any uncertainty concerning 
any of these bylaws shall be resolved by the Diocesan Hierarch, who in our 
teaching “divides the word of truth” and cannot be overruled. 

 

Section 
5 

  

Auxiliary Bishop 

If the good of the Church so require, auxiliary bishops may be appointed in order to 
assist diocesan bishops in the fulfillment of their functions. Candidates for the dignity 
of auxiliary bishop are nominated by the bishop of the diocese in which they are to 
serve, with the agreement of the Diocesan Council, and are canonically elected by the 
Holy Synod. 

 

Section 
6 

  

The Episcopal Benefice 

The Diocesan Bishop shall be entitled to adequate financial support from the diocese 
and an official residence and household. 

DPEP – The financial support for the Diocesan Hierarch shall be in compliance 
with the Compensation Guidelines established by the OCA. The residence 
costs shall include utilities, maintenance, housekeeping, and communications. 
An adequate travel and vehicle allowance shall also be included. 

 

Section 
7 

  

Vacancy in Office 

The office of Diocesan Bishop shall be declared vacant by the Holy Synod in the event 
of death, voluntary retirement, medically certified incapacity, transfer, or deposition by 
due canonical process. 

 

Section 
8 

  

The Vacant See 

In the event of a vacancy in the office of diocesan bishop, a locum tenens, appointed 
by the Metropolitan, shall convoke and preside over the Diocesan Assembly whose 
sole purpose at this time shall be the election of a new diocesan bishop. 
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Section 
9 

  

Qualifications 

1. The candidate for the office of diocesan bishop must satisfy all the 
requirements of the Holy Canons pertaining to this highest of all ecclesiastical 
offices. In addition, it is preferable that he have completed a course of study in 
a Graduate School of Orthodox Theology and that he be conversant in the 
English language. 

2. If he is not already a bishop, he can be nominated only from among the 
monastic or celibate clergy or laymen; 

3. If at the moment of his nomination he is a layman or a celibate or widowed 
priest, he shall pronounce at least the first monastic vows (rasophoria). 

4. Diocesan bishops of the Orthodox Church in America shall not be candidates 
for nomination by the Diocesan Assembly of another diocese. 

 

Section 
10 

  

Election 

The election of the diocesan bishop shall proceed as follows: 

1. The Diocesan Assembly shall nominate a candidate and submit his name to the 
Holy Synod; 

2. If the Assembly falls to nominate a candidate acceptable to the Holy Synod, the 
Synod shall elect the bishop of the diocese; 

3. Upon the approval of a candidate by the Holy Synod, he shall be summoned to 
a session of the Holy Synod for the canonical election. 

 

Section 
11 

  

Consecration and Installation 

1. If the Bishop-Elect of the diocese is not yet in the episcopal rank, the date of 
his consecration shall be set within the period of the 30 days following the date 
of his acceptance by the Holy Synod; 

2. After the consecration, or if the Bishop-Elect is already in the episcopal rank, 
the date of installation shall be set within two weeks following the consecration 
or, in the latter case, the election to the Diocese; 

3. The installation of the newly-consecrated Bishop shall take place in the diocese 
and shall be officiated by the Metropolitan or by a senior Hierarch of the Holy 
Synod. 

 

Section 
12 

  

Missions 

The diocesan bishop, by virtue of his episcopal office, is bound to propagate and 
expound Orthodox Faith and morals among all people within the diocesan boundaries. 
In order to accomplish this, he shall: 

1. Take measures to ensure that his clergy make an Orthodox witness in their 
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communities; 
2. Direct parish clergy to extend the limits of their pastoral activity in an approach 

to the unchurched; 
3. Establish missions for the purpose of propagating the Orthodox Faith; 
4. Take measures to provide the necessary funds for missionary activity within his 

diocese. 
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Article VII 

The Diocesan Assembly 
Section 

1  

  

Divine Liturgy The Diocesan Assembly shall be opened with the celebration of the 
Divine Liturgy and Prayer Service. The delegates are encouraged to receive the Holy 
Mysteries of the Church, manifesting their membership in the One Body of Christ and 
their commitment to live and act accordingly. 

DPEP – The above shall be observed for Diocesan Assemblies lasting only one 
day. Should the Diocesan Assembly last more than one day the Assembly may 
be opened with Vespers with the understanding that the Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated on the following day. 

 

Section 
2  

  

Composition The Diocesan Assembly shall be composed of:  

1. The Diocesan Bishop; 
2. The senior priest of the Cathedral and the Abbots of monasteries; 

DPEP – There are no monasteries currently in the Diocese, only a parish 
associated with St. Tikhon’s Monastery, a stavropegial institution under 
the omophorion of the Metropolitan of the OCA.  

3. The priests and deacons of each parish, ex officio, and an equal number of lay 
delegates elected as provided for in Sections 6 and 7 of this Article; 

DPEP – The “active” priests and “attached” Deacons will be ex officio 
members of the Diocesan Assembly 

For clarification purposes the following terms are introduced: 

Active –the Rector and/or associate Pastors of a parish assigned 
by the Diocesan Hierarch 

Attached – Deacons, unassigned priests, and/or retired clergy 
attending the parish with the Diocesan Hierarch’s blessing.  

4. Priests not having parishes if accredited by the Diocesan Council; 
5. One lay delegate from each parish not having a priest; 
6. The members of the Diocesan Council and the members of its auditing 

committee; 
7. Two delegates from each theological seminary in the diocese; 

DPEP – The Diocese currently has no seminaries. St. Tikhon’s Seminary 
is a stavropegial institution under the omophorion of the Metropolitan of 
the OCA. 
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8. Retired bishops and priests residing in the diocese with the right to attend and 
the right of consultative voice, but without the right to vote; 

9. Additional persons invited by the Diocesan Council with the approval of the 
Diocesan Bishop to attend the session or sessions of the Diocesan Assembly 
with or without the right to participate in the discussions but without the right to 
vote (members of the preparatory committees shall have the right to attend 
and participate in the discussions of the subject upon which their committees 
report to the Diocesan Assembly; appropriate credentials shall be issued to 
such persons by the Diocesan Council). 

DPEP – For clarification, ex officio members have the same privileges as any 
other member, including the right to vote and make, or second, motions. 

 

Section 
3  

  

Competence of the Diocesan Assembly 

The Diocesan Assembly: 

1. Elects the members of the Diocesan Council and elects the Auditing 
Committee of the Diocesan Council; 

2. Nominates candidates for Diocesan Bishop according to Article VI, Sections 9 
and 10; 

3. Approves measures to strengthen the Orthodox Faith and piety, religious 
education, and charities of the Diocese; 

4. Discusses financial means to fulfill these aims and approves the budget and 
other related financial questions; 

5. Authorizes the Diocesan Council to acquire, encumber, or otherwise dispose 
of diocesan properties; 

6. Participates in the implementation of the All American Council decisions on the 
diocesan and parochial levels. 

DPEP – The Diocesan Assembly will elect members of the Metropolitan council: 
one priest and one layperson. 

 

Section 
4  

  

Periodicity 

The Diocesan Assembly shall be convened as determined by the Diocese. The place of 
the meeting is to be determined by the previous Diocesan Assembly. Extraordinary 
Diocesan Assemblies are convoked by the Diocesan Bishop or by decision of the 
Diocesan Council, or for the election of a diocesan bishop, by the locum tenens, as 
specified in Article VI, Sections 8 and 10. 

DPEP – The meeting is to be held in the month of January. 
 

Section 
5  

  
Reports 

The Diocesan Council, acting with the approval of the Diocesan Bishop, shall 
determine the reports which are to be presented at the Diocesan Assembly and, if 
necessary, shall appoint the person or committee to make reports. 
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Section 
6  

  

Requirements for Representation at the Diocesan Assembly 

Every parish in the Diocese which has remitted all established assessments determined 
by previous All-American Councils for the support of the Church’s central 
organization and all assessments determined by previous Diocesan Assemblies is 
entitled to elect lay delegates equal in number to the priests and deacons maintained by 
the parish. Parishes not having a priest are entitled to one lay delegate. The parish will 
cover the expenses connected with the participation of its priests and elected lay 
delegates in the Assembly. 

DPEP – Based on the current method of collection by the Diocese and 
disbursement to the OCA, the Diocese will consider all parishes to be in 
financial compliance for purposes of participation in Diocesan Assemblies. 

DPEP – The term “maintained by the parish” is interpreted as the active priest 
and attached Deacons as described in Article VII, Section 2, paragraph 3.  

DPEP – The Diocese will cover the expenses connected with the participation 
of the following, if not already parish delegates: Members of the Diocesan 
Council and Auditing Committees; representatives of the various departments 
or committees, and guests invited by the Diocesan Hierarch. 

 
 

Section 
7  

  

Election, Qualification, and Accreditation of Delegates 

The lay delegates of the Diocesan Assembly must meet the following requirements to 
be validly elected, qualified, and accredited: 

1. Be elected by a parish meeting or parish council; 
2. Be a voting member of the parish in good standing (Cf. Article X, Section 5), at 

least eighteen years of age, having received the Sacraments of Confession 
and Communion at least annually for the past three years at his home parish. 
(Like all holders of all offices in the Church, he may not be a person under 
ecclesiastical interdict, who is in violation of moral standards, who is married 
outside the Church, who is a member of anti-Church and/or secret societies.) 

3. The elected lay delegate or delegates will personally receive from their parish 
a uniform document supplied by the Diocesan Administration. The parish 
rector shall forward to the secretary of the Diocesan Council the name and 
address of the elected lay delegate or delegates two months prior to the date 
of the Diocesan Assembly. The document of accreditation must be signed by 
the parish rector, or dean in case of parish vacancy, and the parish secretary, 
and sealed with the parish seal. In case of a vacancy in the parish, it will be 
entitled to one lay delegate. The delegates from a theological seminary, if 
laymen, shall be accredited by a similar letter to the secretary of the Diocesan 
Council by the dean of the theological seminary immediately after their 
appointment. 

 

Section   Agenda 
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8  The agenda for the Diocesan Assembly shall be fixed in advance by the Diocesan 
Council with the approval of the Diocesan Bishop, and shall be sent to all delegates at 
least three weeks prior to the date of the Assembly. The agenda may be changed by 
vote of the Diocesan Assembly. 

 

Section 
9    

Presiding Officer 

The presiding officer of the Diocesan Assembly shall be the Diocesan Bishop, an 
Auxiliary Bishop, or a priest specifically appointed by him. 

 

Section 
10  

  

Vice-Chairmen 

Two Vice-Chairmen, one from the clergy and one from the laity, shall be elected by 
the Diocesan Assembly and shall perform such functions as may be assigned to them, 
respectively, by the presiding officer. 

DPEP – The Diocesan Hierarch will appoint the nominees and ask for 
confirmation by the assembly.  

 

Section 
11  

  

Secretariat 

The Diocesan Assembly shall elect as many secretaries as needed. 

DPEP – The Diocesan Hierarch will appoint the nominees and ask for 
confirmation by the assembly. 

 

Section 
12  

  

Committee on Credentials 

A Committee on Credentials, appointed by the Diocesan Council with the approval of 
the Diocesan Bishop, shall pass on the qualifications of all members of the Diocesan 
Assembly and additional persons invited by the Diocesan Council. 

DPEP – The approval will take place at the Diocesan Council meeting 
immediately preceding the Diocesan Assembly 

 

Section 
13  

  
Committees 

The Diocesan Council shall establish those committees which may be necessary for the 
proper operation of the Assembly, such as local functioning committee, resolutions 
committee, credentials committee, translations committee, etc. 

 

Section 
14    

Sessions 

The number of sessions shall be determined by the Diocesan Council with the approval 
of the Diocesan Bishop. 
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Section 
15 

  

Approval by the Diocesan Bishop 

No resolution of the Diocesan Assembly shall be valid unless it is approved by the 
Diocesan Bishop. Approval or disapproval is to be expressed before the closing of the 
Assembly. 

DPEP – at any time the Diocesan Hierarch can amend his decision for approval 
or disapproval of any decision, but he must announce this change during 
opening remarks of the next Diocesan Assembly. 

 
 

Section 
16  

  

Minutes 

The minutes of the Assembly shall be prepared by the secretariat, signed by the 
Chairman, and submitted to the presiding officer for his written approval as to form 
and accuracy. Within a period of not more than 60 days after the final adjournment of 
the Assembly, the text of the minutes, approved by the presiding officer, shall be 
officially promulgated and mailed to each delegate. 

DPEP – Email, will be considered an acceptable delivery mechanism. Minutes 
will also be posted on the Diocesan website.   

 
 

Section 
17  

  

Quorum 

The quorum shall be constituted by a majority of accredited delegates. 

DPEP - This implies that a majority of lay people must be there, as they are the 
“accredited” delegates. 

 

Section 
18  

  

Voting 

The Diocesan Council, or the Assembly itself, may determine all voting procedures. 

DPEP – Generally the votes will be counted based on oral response or hand-
raising. A secret ballot may be called for by 1. the Diocesan Hierarch, 2. a 
majority of the Diocesan Council, or 3. a majority of voting members present at 
the Assembly. In the case of a secret ballot, one or more teams of three shall 
be appointed, with each team counting approximately 100 votes. At the end of 
their counting the results shall be tabulated by the presiding officer in the sight 
of all teams. Final counts shall be agreed upon and announced to the Assembly 
by the presiding officer. 

 

Section 
19    Election of the Diocesan Bishop 

The candidates for the office of diocesan bishop shall be elected in the manner 
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prescribed in Article VI, Section 10. 
 

 

  
Election of the Auditing Committee of the Diocesan Council 

The Auditing Committee of the Diocesan Council, consisting of three members, shall 
be elected by the Diocesan Assembly for three years. The duties of the Auditing 
Committee are defined in Article VIII, Section 7. 

 
DPEP ELECTIONS - The following procedure shall be followed: 

• At the beginning of the Assembly the Diocesan Hierarch will appoint two tellers to 
serve as the Nominating Committee for all offices 

• If a two day Assembly is scheduled the nominations will take place on the first day 
and the elections on the second day; for a one day election both activities will take 
place on that day.  

• Nominations will be made from the floor. 
o Only those persons present at the Assembly, including observers and guests, 

who are members in good standing of the Diocese are eligible to hold office 
! Good standing signifies meeting the criteria for voting at the Assembly 

as described in these Statutes and Bylaws. If there is doubt concerning 
a member’s standing the Diocesan Hierarch shall make a determination 
as to eligibility. 

• After nominations are closed the Nominating Committee will request brief 
biographies from each nominee.  

• The Nominating Committee will compile and distribute all biographies prior to the 
election. 

• Elections will take place in order as presented on the Agenda for the Assembly 
• All voting members at the Assembly (as described in Article VII, Section 2) will vote 

for the following offices in the order shown: 
o Clergy Metropolitan Council Representative 
o Lay Metropolitan Council Representative 
o Clergy “at-large” Diocesan Council Representative 
o Lay “at-large” Diocesan Council Representative 
o Diocesan Auditors 

• The term of office for Metropolitan and Diocesan Council representatives shall be 
three years 

• Deanery Representatives to the Diocesan Council will be nominated and elected by a 
caucus  

o Only the members of a Deanery vote for their respective representatives 
o One Clergy Delegate and one Lay Delegate will be elected from each Deanery 
o The term of office for Deanery Delegates will be three years  

Article VII I 

The Diocesan Council 
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Section 1 

  

Composition The Diocesan Council is the permanent body of diocesan 
administration:  

1. The composition of the Diocesan Council is determined by the Diocesan 
Assembly and shall include as ex officio members the two representatives, 
one priest and one layman, elected by the Diocesan Assembly to the 
Metropolitan Council; 

2. The Bishop, or in his absence, the Auxiliary Bishop or a priest appointed by 
the Bishop, shall be the chairman of the Diocesan Council; 

3. The Council elects such officers as may be needed to carry on its functions. 

DPEP – the term of office for a lay member of the diocesan council is 3 years.  

Deans are ex-officio members of the Diocesan Council. 
 

Section 2 

  

Periodicity 

1. The Diocesan Council convenes no less than twice annually; 
2. Extraordinary sessions of the Diocesan Council are convened by decision of 

the Diocesan Bishop or at the request of at least one-half of the membership. 

DPEP – Notification of Extraordinary Sessions must be given to all members 
of the Diocesan Council with at least 48 hours notice. 

 

Section 3 

  

Quorum and Voting 

1. Together with the Diocesan Bishop or other presiding officer, one-half of the 
members of the Diocesan Council shall constitute the quorum. 

2. Majority vote shall determine the decisions of the Diocesan Council. In the 
event of a tie, the Diocesan Bishop or other presiding officer shall cast the 
deciding vote. 

DPEP – Unless consensus is reached the decision shall be tabled and 
additional data gathered for decision making. The Diocesan Hierarch may 
resolve the issue through proclamation if timeliness deems this action 
necessary,  

 

Section 4 

  

Decisions 

All decisions of the Diocesan Council shall become effective upon approval by the 
Diocesan Bishop. 

DPEP – At any time the Diocesan Hierarch can amend his decision for 
approval or disapproval of any decision, but he must announce this change 
during opening remarks of the next Diocesan Council meeting and his final 
decision must be recorded in the minutes. 
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Section 5 

  

Competence 

The Diocesan Council shall be competent: 

1. To implement the decisions of the Diocesan Assembly; 
2. To consider and act on matters affecting parishes and all diocesan institutions 

in accordance with the directives of the Diocesan Bishop and the decisions of 
the Diocesan Assembly; 

3. To consider and act on other matters submitted by the Diocesan Bishop; 
4. To attend to legal matters affecting only the interest of the diocese; 
5. To forward diocesan legal matters to the Central Office of the Church 

Administration; 
6. To examine the financial reports of the diocese; 
7. To determine the allocations, when necessary, of general diocesan funds to 

parishes, monasteries, convents, missions, or other diocesan institutions; 
8. To supervise the collection of assessments fixed by the Diocesan Assembly; 
9. To render a final decision regarding the authenticity of the minutes of the 

Diocesan Assembly when a discrepancy arises; 
10. To delineate the boundaries of parishes and deaneries; 
11. To take the initiative in diocesan fund-raising projects; 
12. To provide for the establishment and maintenance of institutions of charity 

and education within the diocese; 
13. To provide for the maintenance of diocesan administrative bodies and the 

allocation of general diocesan funds; 
14. To make preparations for the Diocesan Assembly. 

DPEP – Receive reports from the Deans on the financial audit status of the 
parishes under their supervision 

 
 

Section 6 

  

The Diocesan Chancery 

The Diocesan Chancery shall function in order to implement the decisions of the 
Diocesan Council under the management of the Diocesan Bishop. The Bishop may, 
if he desires, appoint a Diocesan Chancellor to assist him. 

DPEP – The term Chancery refers to the administrative and housekeeping 
staff required for operation of the Diocesan Center, Diocesan Hierarch’s 
residence and to support the Diocesan Hierarch’s administrative 
requirements. These include, but are not limited to the following positions: 
Chancellor, Treasurer, and Secretary. Each of these appointments is for a 
term of three years, except for the initial appointments which will be 
staggered so that future changes will preserve administrative continuity.  

CHANCELLOR. The Chancellor shall: 

• Serve as advisor the Diocesan Hierarch in pastoral matters; 
• Represent the Diocesan Hierarch in his absence;  
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• Coordinate the overall operation of the Chancery office and supervise 
the work of the chancery officers and staff; 

• Facilitate interaction and cooperation between the Diocesan Hierarch 
and the Deans; 

• Receive reports from the Deans concerning individual clergy and 
parishes for presentation to the Diocesan Hierarch; 

• Arrange and participate in annual clergy review meetings with the 
Diocesan Hierarch; 

• Oversee the work of all Diocesan-wide departments and offices, 
including, but not limited to, missions, education, and revitalization; 

• Assist the Diocesan Hierarch in: 
o Organizing the annual and special Diocesan Assemblies; 
o Organizing Diocesan Council Meetings; 
o Arranging special events; 

• Perform such other duties incident to the office as may be imposed by 
law, by the Articles of Incorporation, by these Bylaws, or as may be 
prescribed from time to time by the Diocesan Council or the Diocesan 
Hierarch; 

• Serve as an ex officio member of the Diocesan Council. 

TREASURER.  The Treasurer shall: 

• Have the care, charge and custody of all money and funds received by 
the Diocese; 

• Deposit same in such financial depositories as shall be designated by 
the Diocesan Council; 

• Open his or her records for inspection by the Diocesan Hierarch, 
Diocesan Council or auditing committee at any reasonable time 
requested; 

• Prepare and present: 
o Regular reports to the Diocesan Council; 
o An annual report at the Diocesan Assembly; and 
o A proposed budget for the coming year, which initially will be 

prepared for and approved by the Diocesan Council before the 
Diocesan Assembly. 

• Pay diocese expenses in accordance with the resolutions of the 
Diocesan Council. All handwritten checks shall be co-signed by two (2) 
of the three (3) following persons: Diocesan Hierarch; Chancellor: and 
Treasurer. The Treasurer is permitted to use on-line banking following 
a process approved by the Diocesan Council which dictates that the 
Diocesan Hierarch or Chancellor will view and approve pending 
payments prior to disbursement. 

• Maintain an assessment payment schedule and determine delinquent 
parishes for purposes of accreditation of delegates for Diocesan 
Assemblies. 

• Perform such other duties incident to the office as may be imposed by 
law, by the Articles of Incorporation, by these Bylaws, or as may be 
prescribed from time to time by the Diocesan Council or the Diocesan 
Hierarch; 

• Serve as an ex officio member of the Diocesan Council.  

SECRETARY.  The Secretary shall: 
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• Serve as advisor to the Diocesan Hierarch on public relations matters; 
• Coordinate all diocesan legal matters and serve as contact person with 

all legal counsel utilized by the Diocese; 
• Report to the Diocesan Council concerning all Diocesan legal matters; 
• Record the minutes of Diocesan Council meetings; 
• Assist the Diocesan Hierarch in: 

o Drafting pastoral letters and official documents; 
o Organizing diocesan-wide lectures and clergy retreats; 
o Editing diocesan publications (books and magazines) 
o Monitoring the diocesan website and other social media: 

• Perform such other duties incident to the office as may be imposed by 
law, by the Articles of Incorporation, by these Bylaws, or as may be 
prescribed from time to time by the Diocesan Council or the Diocesan 
Hierarch; 

• Serve as an ex officio member of the Diocesan Council.  

 

Section 7 

  

Auditing Committee 

The Auditing Committee shall audit semi-annually the accounts of the Treasurer or 
of the diocesan administration with respect to all diocesan funds of all Church-related 
institutions within the Diocese and report to the Diocesan Council. Members of the 
Auditing Committee attend sessions of the Diocesan Council only to make their 
reports. Vacancies in the Auditing Committee are filled by the Diocesan Bishop. 

DPEP – The term “church-related” is used to define Diocesan accounts, 
funds, records, etc. Each parish, and other related organizations, must 
present audit procedures and results on an annual basis to the Dean. Each 
year Deans shall summarize the results for presentation to the Diocesan 
Council. 
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Article IX 

The Deanery 
Section 

1 

  

Deaneries Deaneries are specified districts within the boundaries of a diocese which 
are established by the Diocesan Council (Cf. Article VIII, Section 5), with the exception 
of the Dean of Orthodox Military Chaplains, who is appointed by, and directly 
responsible to, the Metropolitan (Cf. Article II, Section 7b). 

DPEP – Specific boundaries and parishes assigned to each deanery are located 
in Appendix A, which may be changed by the Diocesan Hierarch as needed. 

 

Section 
2   

The District Dean The District Dean is the priest who is the head of a deanery. While 
subordinated to the Diocesan Bishop, he has the responsibility of leading the life of 
the deanery and is the first instance of appeal when disputes arise. 

 

Section 
3 

  

Competence and Duties Subject to the instructions of the Diocesan Bishop, the 
District Dean has competence in:  

1. Directing the affairs of the deanery; 
2. Supervising the activities of the clergy of the deanery; 
3. Giving directives and explanations in matters of pastoral services, with the 

right to direct, counsel, and admonish, in a strictly private and circumspect 
manner, rectors and clergymen within his deanery whenever their personal 
conduct or manner of discharging duties indicates the need of such action; 

4. Receiving and investigating complaints against rectors or other clergymen, as 
well as protests against the decisions of the parish bodies, which complaints or 
protests he submits with his report to the Diocesan Bishop; 

5. Convoking deanery meetings; 
6. Filling temporary vacancies in parish clergy with the consent of the Diocesan 

Bishop; 
7. Receiving the minutes of parish meetings held within his deanery, with the 

right to make recommendations to the Diocesan Bishop; 
8. Taking part in parish meetings upon commission of the diocesan authority or 

the request of the rector or the parish council; 
9. Aiding and planning the organization of new parishes within his deanery; 
10. Acting on all other matters submitted to him by the Diocesan Bishop; 
11. Submitting the minutes of every meeting of the clergy of the deanery to the 

Diocesan Bishop; 
12. Submitting an annual report on the status of his deanery to the Diocesan 

Bishop and Diocesan Assembly, stating not only the achievements, but also 
instances of serious negligence; 

13. Negotiating with the parish and the assigned priest the salary and fringe 
benefits needed by the priest in agreement with the ability of the parish to meet 
these requests; 

14. The competence and duties of the Dean of Orthodox Military Chaplains will be 
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the same as above insofar as this is applicable to the military structure. 

DPEP – Adds the following responsibilities  

15. Ensuring compliance with all Diocesan reporting requirements and 
assessment submission. 

16. Receive audit procedures and results on an annual basis from all 
parishes under their supervision and summarize the results for 
presentation to the Diocesan Council. 

 

Section 
4   

Election 

The District Dean is elected from among the rectors of the deanery and confirmed by 
the Diocesan Bishop for a term of three years. 

DPEP – The Dean serves at the discretion of the Diocesan Hierarch and can be 
removed at any time with or without cause. 
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Article X 

The Parish 
Section 

1 
  

The Parish The parish is a local community of the Church having at its head a duly 
appointed priest and consisting of Orthodox Christians who live in accordance with the 
teachings of the Orthodox Church, comply with the discipline and rules of the Church, 
and regularly support their parish. Being subordinate to the Diocesan Authority, it is a 
component part of the Diocese. 

 

Section 
2 

  

Governing Statute The organization and administration of a parish are subject to this 
Statute as adopted at the Second All-American Council of October 19th-21st, 1971, or 
as amended at any subsequent Council. 

DPEP – Parishes are also bound by the Diocesan Bylaws. Any dispute arising 
due to a perceived conflict between the OCA Statutes and Diocesan Statutes 
shall be resolved by the Diocesan Hierarch. 

 

Section 
3 

  

Parish and Diocese The parish is established by decision of the Diocesan Bishop 
within whose diocese it is constituted and after the local group petitioning him has 
satisfied the Bishop that it is self-supporting and stable and that its charter and by-
laws are consistent with canonical requirements and the Statute of the Church. Every 
parish charter or set of by-laws must provide the mechanics for implementing all 
decisions of the All-American Council. No charter or by-laws of a parish shall be 
effective unless approved by the Diocesan Authority. According to the teaching of the 
Orthodox Church, the Bishop is the head of all parishes which constitute his diocese. 
He appoints parish clergy, has the obligation and right of regular and special 
visitations to the parish, approves received reports on parish life, and in case of 
conflicts and disorders within the parish, takes all necessary measures consistent with 
the Holy Canons. 

 

Section 
4 

  

Rector At the head of the parish is its Rector. According to the teachings of the 
Church, he is the spiritual father and teacher of his flock and the celebrant of the 
liturgical worship established by the Church. He teaches and edifies the People of 
God entrusted to his spiritual care "with no partiality" (James 2:1) and sees to it that all 
activities within the parish serve the religious goals of the Church. He is appointed by 
the Diocesan Bishop and cannot leave his parish without the permission of the 
Bishop. No activities in the parish can be initiated without his knowledge, approval, 
and blessing; neither should he do anything pertaining to the parish without the 
knowledge of his parishioners and parish organs elected by them, so that always and 
everywhere there may be unity, mutual trust, cooperation, and love. In conformity with 
his teaching office, the Rector shall have final authority over the church school. To be 
free from material preoccupations and wholly committed to his sacred ministry, the 
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priest must be compensated by the parish, the amount of his compensation being 
clearly agreed upon at the time of his appointment. 

DPEP – Although US Tax code requires a designation of “employee” or 
“contractor” it is important to note that the Rector is neither an employee nor a 
contractor of the parish, but is the leader of the parish under the sole authority 
of the Diocesan Hierarch. 

 

Section 
5 

  

Parishioners  

1. Parishioners are those who, by virtue of their Baptism and Chrismation, are 
members of the Body of Christ and strive to live in accordance with their high 
calling (Eph. 4:1)as Orthodox Christians. No one can be a member of the 
parish if he openly betrays the teaching of the Orthodox Church, or if he leads 
a life or acts in a manner condemned by the Holy Canons as incompatible with 
the name of Orthodox Christian. 

2. A "voting member" of the parish is a member [as defined in Article X, Section 
5(a)] at least eighteen years of age, who receives the Sacrament of 
Confession at least once a year in his home parish or, with the permission of 
the parish priest, elsewhere; who receives Holy Communion at least once a 
year in his home parish; has belonged to the parish for a period as may be 
fixed by the parish; and regularly fulfills such financial obligations as may be 
established by the All-American Councils, Diocesan Assemblies, and parish. 

DPEP – in parishes where the Diocesan Hierarch has permitted tithing, all 
members of the parish will be considered to be meeting financial obligations if 
the parish is paid to date to the Diocese. The terms of payment will be 
negotiated on a case by case basis for each parish with the Diocesan Treasurer 
with permission of the Diocesan Hierarch. 

 

Section 
6 

  

Financial Obligation 

Each year the parish shall remit to the Diocesan Treasurer its minimum financial 
support to the Diocese and to the Orthodox Church in America. This minimum 
financial support shall be determined by the number of parishioners of the parish [as 
defined in Article X, Section 5(a)] who are eighteen years of age and over. The parish 
is also responsible for submitting annually, by January 31st, a census containing the 
names (first and last) and addresses of such parishioners to the Diocesan Bishop. 
Additions and/or deletions shall be reported as they occur. 

DPEP – the timeliness of remission of financial support and census information 
shall be determined on a parish by parish basis by the Diocesan Treasurer with 
permission of the Bishop.  

 
 

Section 
7   

The Parish Meeting 

1. Since, according to the universal teaching of the Church, all members of the 
Body of Christ are responsible for the preservation of the Faith and the 
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edification of the Church, the by-laws of each parish shall provide for regular or 
special meetings of voting parishioners in good standing. At these meetings all 
matters pertaining to the life of the parish may be discussed and acted upon, 
all necessary measures for the spiritual and material welfare of the parish 
initiated and approved, and officers and members of the Parish Council and 
other parish bodies provided for in the parish by-laws nominated and elected. 
All regular and special parish meetings must be announced by the parish 
priest from the Ambo on three consecutive Sundays and published in the 
church bulletin. The parish Rector presides at the parish meeting. 

2. The Rector is the intermediary between the parish and the Diocesan Authority, 
and, in case of his disagreement with one or several decisions of the parish 
meeting, his motivated opinion must be recorded in the minutes and the whole 
matter submitted to the Diocesan Bishop. Parish officers may state their 
motivated opinion, first to the District Dean, then to the Diocesan Bishop. 

 

Section 
8 

  

The Parish Council 

1. The parish meeting shall elect a Parish Council to assist the Rector in the 
administration of the parish and to execute the decisions of the parish meeting. 
The Parish Council shall consist of as many officers and members as provided 
for in the parish by-laws. Their mode of election and their terms of office shall 
also be determined by the by-laws regularly adopted. 

2. All officers and members of the Parish Council shall, after their election at the 
parish meeting and approval of the Diocesan Authority, be duly installed by the 
Rector, making a solemn commitment to uphold their office. 

3. The Orthodox Church teaches that there should be an active cooperation 
between clergy and laity on all levels of Church life. And since the Parish 
Council is the main parish organ of such cooperation, none of its meetings 
may be held without the knowledge and blessing of the Rector who, as the 
head of the parish, must take part in the discussion and solution of all parish 
affairs. While the priest is the head of the parish, he does not have to be 
Chairman of meetings. Laymen may be Chairmen. The minutes of all meetings 
of the Parish Council shall be signed by the Rector and the senior elected 
officer of the parish. In the case of the Rector’s disagreement with one or 
several decisions of the Parish Council, his motivated opinion shall be 
recorded in the minutes and the matter referred to the parish meeting. 

4. The Parish Council shall be responsible not only for the spiritual and material 
needs of the parish, but also for the parish’s unity and connection with the 
Diocese and the Church, for each parish is called to be a living cell and a 
member of the Body of Christ, and each carries responsibility for the whole 
Church. 

 

Section 
9 

  

The Parish Property 

1. The parish or parish corporation is the sole owner of all parish property, 
assets, and funds. In administering them, however, the parishioners and the 
officers elected by them must always remember the religious nature, purposes, 
and goals of the parish and act as trustees of God’s, not man’s, property. The 
parish, as the whole Church, serves God and cares for God’s work in the 
world, and all decisions concerning parish property must be inspired by that 
care and by the spiritual needs of the Church. 

2. If the parish is abolished, its property is disposed of following the provisions of 
the parish bylaws. If no such provisions exist, the property is at the disposition 
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of the Diocesan Authority. In all cases, the sacred and untouchable items: the 
Holy Antimension, the Tabernacle, and the Sacred Vessels, must be 
surrendered to the Diocesan Bishop. 

 

Amendment to the DPEP Bylaws 

These Bylaws can be amended by the Diocesan Hierarch at any time, but he must 
announce the amendment(s) during opening remarks of the next Diocesan Council 
meeting and his final decision must be recorded in the minutes.
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Appendix A – Parish l isting 
 

Frackvil le Deanery 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church 
Saint Clair, Pennsylvania 

Christ the Saviour Church 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
www.christthesaviourhbg.org 

Holy Apostles Mission 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
www.holyapostleschurch.org 

Holy Ascension Church 
Frackville, Pennsylvania 
www.haoca.org 

Holy Ascension Church  
Lykens, Pennsylvania 

Holy Trinity Church  
McAdoo, Pennsylvania 

SS. Peter and Paul Church  
Minersville, Pennsylvania 

St. Herman of Alaska Church  
Shillington, Pennsylvania 

St. Mary Church  
Coaldale, Pennsylvania 

St. Michael Church  
Mount Carmel, Pennsylvania 
 

Philadelphia Deanery 
Assumption of the Holy Virgin Church 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
www.holyassumptionphilly.org 

Holy Trinity Church  
Catasauqua, Pennsylvania 
www.holytrinityoca.org 
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Holy Trinity Church 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 
www.htoca.org 

St. Herman of Alaska Church  
Gradyville, Pennsylvania 
sthermansoca.org 

St. Mark Church  
Wrightstown, Bucks County, Pennsylvania 
www.stmarksoca.org 

St. Michael the Archangel Church  
Wilmington, Delaware 
www.stmichael-delaware-oca.org 

St. Nicholas Church  
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
www.stnicholasoca.org 

St. Nicholas Church  
Coatesville, Pennsylvania 

St. Nicholas Church  
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
www.stnicholaseoc.org 

St. Stephen Cathedral  
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
www.ststephenscathedral.org 

 

Wilkes-Barre Deanery 

All Saints Church   
Olyphant, Pennsylvania 
www.allsaintsolyphant.org 

Elevation of the Holy Cross Church  
Williamsport, Pennsylvania 
www.holycrosswilliamsport.org 

Holy Annunciation Church 
Berwick, Pennsylvania 
orthodoxberwick.org 

Holy Resurrection Cathedral 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 

Holy Resurrection Church 
Alden Station, Pennsylvania 
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Holy Trinity Church  
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 
www.holytrinitypoconos.org/ 

Holy Trinity Church  
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 

SS. Peter and Paul Church 
Uniondale, Pennsylvania 

St. Basil Church  
Simpson, Pennsylvania 
stbasilsimpson.org 

St. John the Baptist Church 
Dundaff, Pennsylvania 

St. John the Baptist Church 
Nanticoke, Pennsylvania 
www.stjohnsnanticoke.org 

St. John the Baptist Church 
Edwardsville, Pennsylvania 
sjboca.com 

St. Michael Church 
Old Forge, Pennsylvania 
www.stmof.org 

St. Michael Church 
Jermyn, Pennsylvania 
www.stmichaeljermyn.org 

St. Nicholas Church 
Olyphant, Pennsylvania 
stnicholasolyphant.tripod.com 

St. Tikhon of Zadonsk Monastery Church 
South Canaan, Pennsylvania 

St. Vladimir Church 
Lopez, Pennsylvania 

 

 


